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THE CONSTITUTION OF VERMONT 



CHAPTER t. 

A declaration of the r^hts of the 
inhabitants of the State of Ver- 
mont. 
Abticui 

z All men born free; their nat- 
tnal right? ； slavery pzo- 
bibited. . 
9 Private property fiub$ect to 
public use; owner to be 
paid. 

3 Freedom in religion; right 
and duty of religious wor- 
ship. 

4 Remedy at law secured to all. 

5 People, by the legislature, to 
regulate internal police. 

6 Officers servants of the peo- 

lent for the people; 
may change it. 

8 Elections to be free and pure; 
rights of fireemcn therein. 

9 Citizen's rights and duties in 
the state. 一 Bearing arms. 
—Taxation. 

xo Right -< of persons accused of 

crime. Personal liberty. 
II Search and seizure regulated. 

13 Trial by jury to be held sa-' 
cred. 

x8 Freedom of speech and of the 
press. 

14 Immunity for words spokei 
in legislative debate. 
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ASTICLS 

X5 Legislattm only may sus- 
pend laws. 

16 Right to bear anus; stand- 

ing armies; military power 
suboidinaie to civil. 

17 Martial law restricted. 

x8 Regard to fundamental prin- 
ciples and virtues, neces- 
sary to preserve liberty. 

19 Right to emigrate. 

ao Right to assemble, instruct 
and petition. 

31 No transportation for trial. 

CHAPTER a. 

Plan or frame of government. 

Sbction 

X Superseded. 
9 Superseded • 
8 Superseded. 

4 Courts of justice in each 

county; judges. 

5 Court of chancery may be 

erected. 

6 Legislative, executive and 

judiciary departments to be 
distinct. 

7 Town representatior. " 

8 Election of representatives. 

9 Powers of the legislature. 

xo Election of governor, lieuten- 
ant-governor and treasurer 
XX Governor and. executive 
power. 
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Section 
» Representative's oaths. 

13 Doors of general assembly to 

be open. 

14 Journals, with yeas and nays 

to be printed. 

15 Style of laws. 

16 Superseded. 

17 Only money appropriated by 

act of legislation to be 
drawn from treasury. 

18 Residence of representatives. 
:9 Riepresentatives not to act as 

counsel or take fee for ad- 
vocating bill. 
*o Legislature not to dedare 
any guilty of treason or 
felony. 

3Z Freeman's qualifications and 
oath. 

92 Inhabitants to be armed and 

trained. ― Officers of mi- 
litia. 

«3 Form of commissiotis; state 
seal. 

34 Impeachments; tl\ aSctn 

liable to; no bar to {Hxme- 
cution at law. 

35 Officers of profit forbidden.— 

Officers to have reasonable 
compensation.— Fees to be 
lessened. ― Receiving ille- 
gal fees. 

26 Incompatible offices. — Fed - 

eral officers inelligible. 

27 Superseded. 

38 Treasurer's accounts to be 

audited. 

39 Oaths ofaUegianoe and office. 

—Every officer to take and 
subscribe them. 

30 Eligibility of governor and 

lieutenant-governor. 

31 Trials of proper issues to be 

by jury 



Section 

32 Form of prosecutions and a 

dictments. 一 Fines • 

33 Imprisonment for debt n 

stfictedL ― Prisooeis bafl 
able. ~~ No excessive bail. 

34 Elections to be free and vol- 

untary; punishment for 
corruption. 

35 Deeds to be recorded. 

36 Entails to be regulated. 

37 Punishment for crimes not 

capital to be hard labor. 

38 Suicide's estate not to be for« 

feited.— No deodand. 

39 Citizenship, how obtained. 

40 Liberty to hunt, fowl and 

fish. 

4: Laws to encourage virtue 
and prevent vice to be kept 
in force. 一 Schools to be 
maintained and religiovis 
societies encouraged. 

43 Declaration of rights not to 
be violated. 

43 Abrogated. 

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 

AmncLB 

X Foreigners to be naturalized 
before becoming freemen, 
s House of ropresentatives*. 

3 General assembly; like pow- 

ers of senate and house in 
legislatkm ― Revenue bills. 
一 A(jgounnnent. 

4 Snpeneded . 

5. Election of senators; duties 
of several offi en therein 
一 Legislature may regulate 
the election . 

6 Powers of the senate .— Lieu- 

tenant-goveraor to be pres. 
eat and haw casting vote. 
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Akticlb 

7 Senate to try i'mpeachmcBts. 

—Extent of judgment. 

8 G overnor supreme executive, 

bis powers.— May appoint 
secretary of ciril and mili- 
tary afikirs. . 

9 General assembly to canvass 

votes for governor, lieut- 
; -. <iiant-govemor and treas- 

• - urer; and to elect these 

officers if the freemeB do 
not. 

xo General Assembly to elect 
secretary of state and cer- 
tain other officers. 

zi Bills to be sent to the gover- 
nor; to be signed by him 
if approved. ― Veto and 
proceedings thereon. — Bills 
not returned. 

• 13 Writ of haheag cpr^ns not 

to be suspended 

13 Eflect of certain amendments 

to the constitution 

14 - Freemen to elect assistant 

juc^es of the county court. 

15 Freemen to elect sheriflfs and 

high bailiffs* 

16 Freemen to elect state's at- 

torneys 

17 Freemen to elect judges of 

probate. 

18 Freemen to elect justices of 

die peace. Number of 
justtces in each town. 

X9 Officers named in five preced- 
ing sections to be elected 
by ballot. 

90 Electiort of as&ktant judges 
of the covBty coart, sherifis, 



AftnctB 

baiKft, state's attor- 
n«ys, judges of probate, 
and justices of the peace; 
the governor to commission 
them. 

31 Legtslature to provide for 
vacatur in offices of gov- 
ernor, and lieutenant-gov- 
ernor.— Governor may ap- 
point a treasurer to fill a 
vacancy. 

93. Securities to be given by 
treasurer, sheriffs, and 
high bailiflfs. 

33 Senators ； their number, qual- 

ifications and apportion- 
ment. 

34 § 1. Biennial sessions 一 § a. 

Biennial elections. 一 § 3, 
Term of office of the gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor 
and treasurer.— § 4. Term 
of office of senators and 
representatives.-^ 5 Term 
of office of county officers. 

35 § X. Mode of amending con- 

stitution.— § 2. General 
assembly may direct man- 
ner of voting on amend- 
ments.— § 3. House of 
representatives may order 
impeachments ~> § 4. Coun- 
cil of censors abolished. 

96 Term of office of judges of 
the sapreine court. 

87 Additional oath to represent- 
atives ― Construction of 
words in oath. 

98 Election of secretary of state 
and auditor of accounts. 
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CHAFTER I. 

A DECLARATION OF THE RiaHTS OP THE INHABITAiaTS 
OF THE STATE OP VERMONT. 

Article lat. That all men are born eqaally free 
All BM ten and independent, and have certain natur- 
ftM;"""l al. inherent, and analienable rights, 
^ amongst which are the enjoying and de- 

Con. X777, Ch. fending lite and liberty, acquiring, po&- 
I, Art. I. • sesBing, and protecting property, and piuv 
Con. 1786,01. guiQg and obtaining happiness and safe- 
a**^ 192 ty: therefore no male person bom in 
Brayt. X24. this ooontiy, or brought from over the 
9 vt. 41. sea, ought to be holden by law, to serve 
37 Vt. 338. any person as a servfint, slave, or apprent- 
^ ;【• ice, after he arrived to the age of twcnty- 

47 Vt. 493! one years, nor female in like manner, after 
ehe arrives to the age of eighteen years, unless thej 
are bound by their own consent, after they arrive to 
Bach age, or bound by law for the payment of debts ， 
damages, fines, costs, or the like. 

Article dnd. That private property ought to be 
Wnti proptr- subservient to public uses when neces- 
^,pttbllottiiof gitjr requires it; nevertheless, whenever 
I, Art. 2. • any person's property is taken tor the use 
Con .1786,01. of the public, the owner ought to receive 

曹 A HI*' a 

«5 vt*745. an equivalent in money. 

x6 Vt. 446. 33 Vt. 36Z 3X. Vt.3«6 44 Vt. 648. 

21 Vti 590 35 Vt. 49. 33 Vi • »7t. 59 Vt. 48K. 

Article 3d. That all men huve a natural «ad un- 
Migiou fm- fiHenable rig^t, to worship Almighty 
dm atl 曹 God, according to the dictates of their 
own consciences and understandings, as 
^^^l'/ ^ in their opinion shall be regulated by the 
Con. 1786,01. word of Qod; and that no man ought to, 

Art. 3. or of riflfht can be compelled to attend 
18 vt^fs. any religious worship, or erect or sup- 



J 



The ConstUution of Vermont. 7 



port any plaoe of worship, or maintain 44 vt. 116. 
any minister contrary to the dictates of 48 vt. 444. 
his conscience, nor can any man be Justly deprived 
or abridged of any civil ri^ht as a citizen on accoant 
of his religioas eentimente, or peciilia[r.] mode of re- 
ligious worship; and that no authority can, or ought 
to be vested in, or assumed by, any power whatever, 
that shall in any case interfere with, or in any manner 
control the rights of conscience v in the free exercise 
of religioog worship. Nevertheless, every sect or de- 
nomination of Chrifltians ought to observe the Sab- 
bath or Lord^B day, and keep up some sort of religioas 
worship, which to them shall seem most agreeable to 
the revealed will of God. 

Abticus 4th. Every person within this state ooght 
to find ft oerUia remedy, by having re- umtdj n tew. 
course to tihe laws, for all injuries or con. 1786, ch. 
wrongs whidi he may receive in his per- i, Art. 4. 
son, property or character; he ought to 37 vt. "8. 
obtain'right andjoatioe, freely and with- 31 vu 6x0. 
out being obliged to purchase it; completely and 
without any denial ； promptly and without delay ； 
conformably to the laws. 

Article 5th. That the people of this state by 
their legal representotiveB, have the sole, 
inherent and exclusive right of governing "^"'， 。• 
and regalating the internal police of the ^ ,7", 
same. i, Art. 5/ 

a6 Vt. 7x7. 97 Vt. 3x8. «7 Vt. 523. 31 Vt 610. 

97 Vt. X40. 37 Vt. 338. 31 Vt 396. 41 Vt. 504. 

Abtiglb 6th. That all power being originally in- 
herent in and co[n]8eqaeQtly derived OComMmat' 
from the people, therefore, all officers 

Con X777 Ch 

of government, whether legislative, or x. Art. 5. 
executive, are their trustees and servaDts ； Con. 1786, ch. 
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I, Art. 6. and at aJl times, in a legal way, account- 
able to them. 

Article 7th. That government is, or ought to 
OoTonment for be, instituted for the common benefit, 
the people; they protection, and security of the people, 
my flbaagf it. nation; or community, and not for the 

Olon X777 

I Art 6 particular emolument or advantage of any 
Con 1786, ch. single man, family, or set of men, who 
I, Art. 7. are a part only of that community ； and 
that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable 
and indefeasible right, to reform or alter p^overn- 
ment, in such manner as shall be, by that commun- 
ity, judged most conducive to the public weal. 

Article 8th. That all elections ought to be free 
niottai 露. fm- and without corruption, and that all free- 
sift'i " g " • men, having a sufficient, evident, common 
苎 ertin' interest with, and attachment to the 

i^on. 1777, i-n. ， 

I, Art. 8. commnnity, have a right to elect officers, 

Co 文; "86， Ch and be elected into office, agreeably to 

3a vt.'slie. the regulations made in this constitution. 

Article 9th. That every member ot society hath 
Gltin&'i riglit« a right to be protected in the enjoyment 
uddQtieiitttha of life, liberty, and property, and there- 
1= Tmta! fore is bound to contribute his propor- 
Con'i777,Ch. tion towards the expense of that pro- 
X, Art. 9. tection, and yield his personal service, 
Con 1777, Ch. when necessary, or an eqnivulent thereto, 
& 86* Ch but DO part ot any person's property can 
I Art.^o! be justly taken from him, or applied to 
37 vt. 328. public uses without his own consent, or 
43vt 4 &, that of the Representative Body of the 
43 Vt. 485. freemen, nor can any man who is con- 
50 Vt*. 257! scientiously scrupulous ot bearing arms, 
be justly compelled thereto if he will pay such 
eqaivalent ； nor are the people bound by any 
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law but such as they have inr like manner assent- 
ed to, for their common good ； and previous to any 
law being made to raise a tax, the purpose for which 
it is to be raised ought to appear evident to the 
Liegislature to be of more service to community than 
the money would be if not collected. 

Article 10th. That in all prosecutions for crimi- 
nal offences, a person hath a right to be Slc^ti of to- 
heard by himself and his counsel ； to de- 關4' 
mand the cause and nature of his accu- 吻' 

Con. 1777, Cb. 

sation ； to be confronted with the wit- Art. xo. 
nesses ； to call for evidence in his favour, ('on. 1786,01. 
and a speedy public triiU by hd impartial '， a"* 
jury of the country ； without the unani- * ^^}' 

* 康 ',，， ， ， ， ai Vt 9. 

mous consent of which jury, he cannot 95 vt. 261. 

be found guilty; nor can he be com- 37 vt. 318. 

pelled to give evidence against himself ； "Vt 325. 

nor can an person be justly deprived of " s's' 
his liberty, except by the laws of the yj* 【 

land, or the judgment; of his peers. 31 vt. 610. - 

39 Vt. 325. 41 Vt. 504. 48 Vt. 366 5a Vt. 353. 

Artic le 11th. Tha t the people have a right to hold 
themselves, their houses, papers and pos- search and laii- 
sessions, free from search or seizure ； and ua nguuted. 
therefore warrants, without oath or affir- con 1777, ch. 
mntion first made, affording sufficient ！， Art. 
foundation for them, and whereby a"y Con. 1786,01. 
officer or messenger maybe commanded i» Art. la. 
or required to search suspected places, ^ 
or to seize any person or persons, his, her " 《 ^^g* 
or their property, not particularly de- 31 vt. 610 
scribed, are contrary to that right, and ought not 
to be granted. - 

Article 12th. That when any issue in fact, proper 
for the cognizance of a jury is joined in Trial jvy. 
a court of law, the parties have a right. Con "77, ch. 
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c!on"x Sch ^ trial by Jury, which ought to be held 
X, Art'x4.' • sacred. 

5 Vt. x86. «7 Vt.338. 33 Vt, aSs. 5a Vt. 353. 

ax Vt. 436. 31 Vt. 610. 41 Vt. 504, 

Article 13th. That the people have a right to 
l*，""m of freedom of speech, and of writing and 
ipM6h ud fht puWteiiiiig their sentiments, concerning 
Sn!'i777, Ch. the transactions of government, and 
«^Art. Ch therefore the freedom of the press ought 
X, ArtJxs' • not to be restrained. 

Article 14. The freedom of deliberation, speech, 
Ltgiilitor'i !m- and debate, in the Legislature, is so es- 
& 6*Ch*' ®®ntial to the rigts of the people, that it 
X, n cannot be the foundation of any accusa- 

tion or prosecution, action or complaint, in any other 
court or place whatsoever. 

Article 15th. The power of suspending laws, olr 
LtgiilAtutMij the execution of laws, ought never to be 
mayinipoal exercised but by the Legislature, or by 
Ch authority derived from it, to be exercised 
X, Art. in such partioalar cases, as this constita- 
tioQ, or tbe Legislature shall provide for. 

Article 16th. That the people have a right to 
Ugkt to Inx bear arms for the defence of themselves 
tmi; ite&dJaff State— and as standing armies in 
power" conn, time of peace ure dangerous, to liberty, 
Con. 1777, Ch. 了 they ought not to be kept up ； and that 
*{^Art. Ch the military should be kept under strict 
X. Art7i8.' • subordinatioa to and governed by the 
civil power. 

ARTICLE 17th. That no person in this state can in 
KftrtUl 1ft 曹 w- anj case be subjected to law martial, or 
Ciu ^ any penalties or pains by virtue of that 
X, AxtJtg' law, except those employed in the army， 
and the militia in actual service. 

Article IStli. That frequent recurrence to fan- 
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damental principles, and a firm afdherence Wm* to ior 
to justice, moderation, tempenmoe, in- JJJJJJ^^J^ 
dofttry, and frugality, are absolutely neo- ^ 
esBary to preeenre the blessings of liberty, Con. 1777, Ch. 
and keep government; free ； the people jjArt. jj. ^ 
ought, therefore, to pay parUcaUr atten- i, Art/al' 
tention to these points, in the choice of officers and 
represeoUitives, and have a right;, lo a legal way, to 
exact a due and oonstnDt regard to them, from their 
legislators aod magistrate-, in luaklng and ezecating 
such laws, as are necessary for the good government 
Qt the SUte. 

Article mh. That all people baye SifM to ml- 
a .natural and iahereot rif^ht to emigrate ^！^、"，,。]^ 
from one state to another that will receive h Art. xj. 

Con. 1786, Ch. 

tbem. I, Art. 21. 

Abticle aoth. That the people have light to miib- 
a rig^ht to asaetuble toi^ether to consult ^ ， 
for their commoii good— to instnict their (^^^"？, 。'^^ 
Bepresentatiyes 一 and to apply to the Leg- i! An. xs! 
iglature for redress of grievunces. by ad- 
dreBS, petition or remonstrance. 

Article 21 st^ That no person shall Mb ^noru- 
be liable to be transported out of this Con. 1777^. 
state for trial for any offense committed Jj^'^-^g- 
within the same. i.Art 23! 

CHAPT^IR II. 

PLAN OB FRAME OF GOVERNMBNT. 

Section Ist. The Commonwealth, or Avtmiid 8n 
State of Vermont, shall be governed jXijf"'^' 
hereafter by a Governor (or Lieutenant con 1777,01. 
Governor) Coaneil, and an AMembly of 六 Sec. x. 
toe BepreseDt4UiTe8 of the freemen of the a, See. i. 
same, in manner and form following : 
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Sectiok 2nd. The Suprome Lepfislative power 
■^nodel Sd^d shall be ▼I'sted in :i House of Representa- 
Con. 1777, ''h.' tiyefl of the freemen of the Common- 
？:， r 786 ch wealth, or State of Vermont. 

3, Sec 9. 

' Section 3rd. The Supreme Executive power shall 

aaMHAled. 8m be vested in a governor, or, in his absence, 
Art. A&O&d 8* 

Con. 1777, Ch. a Lieutenant Governor and Council. 

a. Sec. 3. Con. 1786, Ch. a. Sec. 3. 

Section 4th. Courts of Justice shall beinaintain- 
Lnrenrts tsd ed in every county in this State, and also 
judge 謹. in new counties, when formed ； which 

3 Secr^* and courts flhall be open for the trial of all 
aj. causes proper for their cognizance ； and 

Con. 1786, Ch. justice shall be therein impartially ad- 
2 ministered without corruption, or unnec- 
41 vt.^504. • essary delay. The judges of the Supreme 
Court shall be Justices of the peace throughout the 
State ； and the several Judges of the County Courts, 
in their respective eounties^ by virtue of their office, 
except in the trial of such causes as may be appealed 
to the County Court. 

Section 5th. A future Legislature may, when 
Cout of Chtt- they shall conceive the same to be expe- 
5f ♦ ， dient and necessary, erect a Court of 

Con 1786, Ch ... \J 

a. Sec. 5. Chancery, with such powers as. are usu- 
ally exercised by that Court, or as shall appear for 
the interest of the Commonwealth. 一 Provided they 
do not constitttte themselyes the Jiidge»of the said 
court. 

Section 6th. The Legislative, £xe<^utiTe, and Ju- 
？？? SSS** diciary departmeDte, aball be separate 
Con. 1786, Ch. and distinct, so that neither exerelse the 

Sec 6 

'd. Chip. 387 powers properly belongisii: to the other. 

X D. Chip. 77. 
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8BCTIOK 7tAi. In order tlutt the freemen of iMn 
State migM entoy the ben^ of election Town Nprtm* 
as equally m mmy be, eaeh town within 777, ck. 
tbis State, Hiat coatlsts ， or may oomist », siec. x6. 

Con- 1786, Ch» 

of eighty taxable MiabitMitg within one 3, sec. 7 
septenary or seven yean next after the establishing 
tills Oonstitiitioii, may hold elections therein, and 
ciioose each two BepreseAtatlTes ； and each other Irt- 
babited town In this State, may, to like maDoer. 
cfliooee each one BepreeeBtfttiTe to repfeeent them in 
General Assembly, during the said tepteuary, or 
seven years, and after that, each lababited town may 
in like maimer hold rach elections and choose each 
one BepreseiitatiyQ forever tberea#ter. 

Section 8th. The House of Representatives of the 
Freemen of chis State, shall consist of iiection of np- 
persons most noted for wisdom ond vir- rtwatitlTii. Sm 
tue， to be choosen by ballot, by the free. 
men of every town in this State, respect- 
ively, on the first Tuesday of September 
annually, forever. 

Section 9th. The representatives so 
majority of whom shall constitute a quo- 
rum for transacting any other business 
than raising a State tax, for which two- 
thirds of the members elected shall be 
present) shall meet od the second Thurs- 
day of the succeeding October, and shall 
be styled The General Asgembly of the 
State of Vermont ； that shall have power 
to choose their speaker, Secretary of 
State, their Clerk, and other necessary 
officers of the House <~ sit on their own 
adjournments ~~ prepare bills and enact 
them into laws—Judge of the elections 



Con X777, Ch' 
3, Sees 7 and 8. 
Con. 1786, Ch. 
a. Sec 8. 

choseu (a 
XiQgisUtiTe pow- 
ers, See Arti. 
Aaml , 2, 9, 

10， 14, 16, 17, 
18, 20, 24, M. 

Con. X777, Ch. 
s， Sees. 8, g, 
87, 49. 

Con. 1786, Ch. 
a， Sec 9. 
X D Chip. «37 
a D. Chip. 77. 
I Aik. tax. 
X Aik. 964. 
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' Aik. 3x4. and qnaUflcatioas ol their own members : 

sAik. 984. tliey may ea^l members, bat not fo*" 

3 Aik. 293. causes known to their conttltaents ante- 

a vt. 174. cedent to their election : they may admin- 

a vt. 334. ister oatha and affirmsitions in matters de- 

a Vt. 5x7. pending before them— redress ^prievances 

3 Vt. 360 一 impeach state crlminals^grant charters 

3 Vt. 507. of ineorporatioii— oonstitate towns, bo- 

4 Vt. 878. roughs, cities and counties : tliey may an- 
8 Vt. 74. wjoMy on their first sesftion after their 
S3 Vt 40a. election, in cot^oBCtioii with the Council 
91 Vt. 456. (or oftener if need be) elect judges of tlie 
•6 Vt. 8a. Supreme and several county and probate 

96 Vt. 357. ' Cooits, Sheriff^ and J uatices of the peace ； 

97 Yt. 140. and also, with the Coancil, may elect 

47 Vt, 300. Major Generals aod Brigadier Generals, 

48 Vt. 698. from time to time, as often as there shall 
joVt. X78. be occasion : and they shall have all other 
so Vt. as7. powers necessary for the Legislature of a 
53 Vt. 57. free and sovereign State : but they shall 
53 Vt. 463. have no power to add to, alter, abolish, 
or infringe any part of this congtitution. 

Section 10th. The Supreme Executive Council of 

Ibctira «f gtT- this State, shall consist of a Governor, 

•TMr, liMtM- Lieutenant-Governor, and twelve persons 

at f«T«rMr, chosen in the following manner, viz.: 

tmsim mi The freemen of each town shall, on the 

Monciiitrt. 8m day of election for choosing Represen- 

Arts. Am,"., tatives to attend the General Assembly, 

•， 24, bring in their votes for Governor, with 

Con. 1777, Ch. his name fairly written, to the Constable, 

a. Sec. X7. who shall Seal them up, and write oo 

Co^ 1786, Ch. them. Votes fob the Governor, and de- 

bee zo. 

4 Vt. 535. liver thera to the Representative chosen to 

37 Vt. 665. attend the General Assembly; and at the 
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opening of the General ABsemblj, there ghall be a 
committee appointed out of the Coancll and Assembly, 
who, after being duly gwcHm to the faithful discharge 
of tbeir trufit, shall proceed to reeehre, sort, and 
count the votes for the Governor, and declare the 
person who has the major part of the votes, to be 
Governor for the year ensnia^. And if there be no 
choice made, then theOonncil and Oeneral Assembly, 
by their joint ballot, riiAllmake choice of a Governor. 
The Lieutenant OoTernor and Treasurer shall be 
chosen in the maDuer above directed. And each 
freeman ghall give In twelve votes for twelve Couq- 
sellon, in the same manner, and the twelve highest 
in DomiDation shAll serve for tbe ensaibg year as 
Counsellors. 

Section 11th. The Governor, aod In his absence, 
the Lieutenant Governor, with the Coun- ••witr "i 
oil, (a major part of whom, including the 
Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, shall • 、& 醒 
be a quorum to transact business) shall con. 1*777,01. 
have power to commission all officers ^ a. Sees. 17, 18. 
and also to appoint officers, except where Ccm. x7W,Ch. 
provision is, or shall be otherwise made, xa vt. 631'. 
by law or this frame of government and shall sup- 
ply every yacancy in any office, occasioned by death 
or otherwise, until the office can be filled in the man- 
ner directed by law or this constitution. They are 
to correspond with other States transact business 
with officers of government civil and military 一 and 
to prepare such business as may appear to them nec- 
essary, to lay before the General Assembly. They 
ghall sit as Judges to hear and determine on impeach- 
ments, taking to their assistance, for advice only the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. And shall have power 
to grant pardons and remit floes, in all cases whatso- 
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erer except in treason and murder ； in which they shall 
have power to grant reprieyes, but not to pardon, on* 
til after the end of the next Session of Assembly ； 
and except in CMes of impeadiaient, in which there 
riiaU be DO remission, or mitigation of pauishiaent, 
bat by act of legislation. They are also to take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed. They are to 
expediate the execution of such measures as may be 
resoWed upon by the Gteneral Asaembly. And they 
may draw apon the Treasury for such sums ag may 
be appropriated by the Houge of Kepresept^tivftft^ 
They may also lay embargoes, or prohibit the expoi^_ 
tation of any commodity, for any time aot exceeding 
thirty dayg, ia the recega of the Hooge only. They 
may^rant such licenses as shall be directed by law ； 
and shall have power lio 4^ together the General 
Assembly, when necessary, before the day to which 
they shall stand adjourned. The Governor shall be 
Captain-General and Commander in Chief of the 
forces of the State, but shall not command in person, 
except adyised thereto by the Council, and then only 
BO lonfi as they shall approve thereof. And the 
Lieutenant-Governor shall, by virtue of his office, 
be Lieutenant General of all the forces of the State. 
The Governor, 6t ' LieutenanfGovernor, and the I 
Council, shall meet at the time and place with the j 
General Assembly ； the LieutenantrCrOvernor shall, 
during the presence of the CommaDder in Chief, vote 
and act as one of the Council : and the Governor, and 
in hiB absence, the Lieutenant-Governor, shall, by vir- 
tue of their offices, preside in Council, and have a cast- 
ing but no other vote. Every member of the Council 
shall be a Justice of the peace for the whole State, 
by virtue of his office. The Governor and Council 
shall have a Secretary, and keep fair books of iitfiit— 
proceedings, wEerein any "Counsellor may enter his 

琴 I < 

I 
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dissent, with his reasons to support it ； and the Gov- 
ernor maj appoint a Secretary for himself and his 
(pouncil. 

Section 12th. The Representatives haying met, 
and chosen their speaker and Clerk, shall BapNienUtiTe'i 
each, of them, before they proceed to wtiii. 
buainess, take and subscribe, as well Con. 1777, Ch. 

2, Sec* 0. 

the oath or affirmation of allegiance con. 1786, Ch. 
hereinafter directed (except where they 2, Sec. 
shall produce certificates of their having heretofore 
taken and subscribed the same) as the following oath 
or affirmation, viz. 

You do solemnly 8wear( or affirm) 

that as a member of this Assembly, you will not pro- 
pose, or assent to any bill, vote or resolution ，零 hich 
shall appear to you injurious to the people, nor do or 
consent to any act or thing whatever, that shall have 
a tendency to lessen or abridge their rights and priv- 
ileges, as declared by the Constitution of this State ； 
but will, in all things, conduct yourself as a faithful, 
honest Representative and guard! au of the people, 
according to the best of your judgment and abilities. 
{In case of an oath) so help you God. (And in case of 
an c^rmation) under the pains and penalties of per- 
jury. 

Section 13th. The doors of the house in which 
the General Assembly of this Common- Soon of gentral 
wealth shall sit, shall be open for the ad- "••"My to be 
mission of all persons who behave de- 1777, Ch. 
cently, except only when the welfare of ^。^。： 
the St&te may require them to be shut. a,*Sec^i3.* 

Section 14th. The votes and proceedings of the 
General assembly shall be printed (when Jemali to be 
one-third of the Members think it nece&- _ 

v^on X777» vii. 

sary) as soon as convenient after the end Sec ^ 
of each session, with the yeas and nays 2,**SecVjJ* 
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on any question, when required by any member (ex- 
cept where the votes shall be taken by ballot,) in. 
which case, every member shall have a right to in- 
sert the reasons of his vote upon the minutes. 

Section 16th. The style of the laws of this State 
8^1* Of m future to be passed, shall be, It is 
^^tc!ll[ ' hereby enacted by the General Assembly of 
^^'786. Ch. the State of Vermont. 

Section 16th. To the end that the laws, before 
8«p«ntd«d. 8m they are enacted, may be more maturely 
Art. Afflind 11. considered, and the inconvenience of hasty 
Con. X777, Ch. determinations as much as possible pre- 
a. Sec. 14. vented, all bills which originate in the 
、 ' Con. x78#Lh. Assembly, shall be laid before the Gov- 
2, Sec. 16. emor and Council for their revision and 
3 vt. 135- concurrenceror proposals of amendment ； 
who shall return the same to the Assembly with their 
proposals of amendment, if any, in writing; and if 
the same are not agreed to by the Assembly, it shall 
be in the power of the Governor and Council to sus- 
pend the passing of such bills until the next session 
of the Legislature. Provided, That if the Governor 
and Council shall neglect or refuse to return any 
such bill to the Assembly, with written proposals of 
amemdment, within five days, or before the rising of 
the Legislature, the same shall become a law. 

Section 17th. No money shall be drawn out of 
Driwiag moaoy the Treasury, unless first appropriated 
MvlfT*^' by act of Legislation. 

Section 18th. No person shall be elected a Rep- 
BasidnM efrtp. rescDtative, until he has resided two years 
NinUtiTe. in this State ； the last of which shall be 
in the town for which he is elected. 

Section 19th. No member of the Council, or 
^ t^SSfSftSto Hous»e of Representatives, shall, di- 
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rectly or indirectly, receive any fee or UmnMag bin. 
reward, to bring forward, or advocate any bill, 
petition, or other business, to be transacted in the 
Liegislature ； or advocate any cause, as Council in 
either House of Legislation, except when employed 
in behalf of the State. 

Section 20th. No person ought in any case, or in 
any time, to be declared guilty of treason LtgiiUtut ri- 
or felony, by the Legislature. itrilatl. 

Con. 1786, Ch. 3, Sec. 17, 

Section 2l8t. Every man of the full age of 
twenty-one years, haying resided in this rrNBia 賺 taal* 
State for the space of one whole year Uletklou aa d 
next .before the election of Bepresenta- "化' 饥 
tives, and is of a quiet and peaceable be- 
hayior, and will take the following oath ^^^l^' 。&• 
or affirmation shall be entitled to all the con, 1786, Ch. 
privileges of a freeman ot this State. a, s«c. x8. 

You solemnly swear (or affirm) that whenever you 
give your vote or suffrage, touching any matter tJuU con- 
cerns the State of Vermont^ you voUl do it so as in your 
conscience you shall judge will most conduce to the best 
good of the 8ame^ as established by the Constitution^ 
wUhoutfear or favor of any man. 

Section 22nd. The inhabi^nts of this State shall 
be trained and armed tor its defence, Training aal 
under such regulations, restrictions, and »ndag tiM poo- 
«xceptioDS, as Congress, agreeably jto the 
Constitution of the United States, and the "。 ^ 
Legislature of this State, shall direct. . ^：^^";, 
The several Companies of Militia shall, con. 1786,'ch 
as often as vacancies happen, elect their a. Sec 19. 
Captain and other Officers, and the Captains and Sub- 
alterns shall nominate and recommend the field Offi- 
cers, of their respective regiments, who shall appoint 
their staff-officers. 
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Section 23rd. All Commissions shall be in the 
FoiBofoomali- name of the freemen of the State of Ver- 
lioas. StoU Mai. mont, sealed with the state seal, signed 
Con. x777,Ch. by the Governor, and in his absence, tlie 
2, Sec. 19. Lieutenant Governor, and attested by 
Con. 1786,01. the Secretary ； which seal shall be kept 
a, Sec. 20. by the Governor' 

Section 24th. Every officer of State, whether 
IiBpoftchment. judicial or executive, shall be liable to be 
8«eArts. Jm'A., impeached by tne General Assembly, 
7， 8' either when in office, or after his resl^ 隱 

: '777, • nation or removal for mal-administrai ion. 

2， Sec. ao. 

Con. 1786, Ch. All impeachments shall be before the 
2, Sec, 21. Governor, or Lieutenant-Governor, and 
2 Tyl. 1777- Council, who shall hear and determine 
the same, and may award costs ； and no trial or im* 
peachment shall be a bar to a prosecution at law. 

Section 25th. As every freeman, to preserve hie 
Offiws of profit independance (if without a sufficient es- 
fwMddon.^om- tate) ought to have some profession, 
=二 mL- calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may 
peufttioft. 7eei honestly subsist, there can be no neces« 
to 1% leisened. sity for, nor use in, egtablishing offices 
SdMiTiag lUd- of profit, the usual effects of which are, 
Ch dependence and servility, unbecoming 
2^ Sees. 83. 33. freemen, in the possesflors or expectants, 
Con. 1786, Ch. and faction, contention and diAcord 
3' Sec 22. ftmoDg the people. But if any man is 
called into public service to the prejudice of his pri- 
vate affairs; he has a rigtut t9 a reftsoiiable compensa- 
tion ； and whenever an office through increase of fees 
or otherwise, become so profitable as to occasion 
many to apply for it, the profit ought to be lessened by 
the Legislature. And if any officer shall wittingly 
and willfully, take greater fees than the law allows 
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him, it shall ever after disqualify him from holding 
any office in this State, until he shall be restored by 
act of Legislation. 

Section 26th. No person in this State shall be ca- 
pable of holding or ezercisibg more thftn OfRoM Iamb* 
one of the following offices at the same patlUi. 
time, viz : Governor, Lieutenant Govern- " 
or, Judge of the Supreme Court, Treasu ^^j^ge ch 
urer of the State, Member of the Council, ^ 
Member of the General Assembly, Sur- " vt. 428. 
vcyor General, or Sheriff. Nor shall any 44 Vt. 636. 
person holding any office of profit or trust under the 
authority of Congress, be eligible to any appointment 
in the Legislature, or of holding Uny executive or 
jadiciary office under this State. 

Section 27th. The Treasurer of the State shall be- 
fore the Governor and Council, give suf- Btifwt""- Sw 
ficient security to the Secretary of the ^J^^ 
State in behalf of the General Assembly; a,'sec?a4* • 
and each High-Sheriff, before the first Judge of the 
County Court, to the Treasurer of tbeir respeetive 
Comities, previous to their respectively entering up- 
on the execution of their offices, in such manner 
and in such sums, as shall be directed by the Le^sla- 
ture. 

Section 28th. The Treasurer's accooots shall be 
annually audited, and a fair state thereof Tmnm'i le- 
laid before the General Assembly, at their 、 
session in October. a, sicJas! ^* 

Section 29th. Every officer, whether Judicial, ex- 
ecutiye, or military, In autho[r]it7 under Otthi of tUigi- 
this State, before he enters upon the exe- 

Con， 2777 Ch 

cntioB of his office, shall take and sub- a. Sec 
icribe the following oath or affirmation Ch. 
of allegiance to this State, (unless he shall 34 Vt. 5x7. 
produce evidence that he has before taken vt! 387.' 
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the same) and also the following oath or affimation 
of office, except military officers, and such as shall 
be exempted by the Legislature. 



The Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance. 

• Tou do solemnly swear (j(>r affirm) that you will be truB 
and faithful to the State of VermorU^ and that you totlZ 
not, directly or indirectly, do any act or thing injurious 
to the Constitution or Ghvernment thereof, as established 
by Convention, (If an oath) so help you God, (If 
an affirmation) under the pains and penalties of per- 
jury. 

The Oath or Affirmation of Office. 

- Tou do solemny swear (or ajfirm) 

that you loUl faithfully execute the office of 
for the of ； and will therein do 

equal right andjustice to all men, to the best of your 
judgment and abilities^ according to law. (If an oath) 
MQ Jidp you God, - (If an, afBi;mation) under the pains 
and penalties of petyury. 

Section 30th. No person shall be eligible to the • 
ItfldMMofcoT- office of Governor or Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor loA Uiu- ernor, until he shall have resided in this 
touBtgonnor. gtate four years next preceding the day 
of his election. 

Section 31'fit. Trials of issues, proper for the cog- 
Triali to 1m b7 nizance of a Jury, in the Supreme and 
Jwy. County Courts, shall be by Jury, except 

jt^Sea^M*^ where parties otherwise agree; and great 
don 17=' ch. 伪 w ought to be taken to prevent corrap- 
3， Sec. as! • tion OF partiality in the choice and return, 
4x Vt. 5<H. or appointment of juries. 

SsOTiON 32nd. All proBecution shall commence, 
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By the authorUy of the gtaU of Vermont 
All indictments 8tuUl coBclude with these 

words, against tJie peace and dignity of the ™ '； y^y^ ch. 

State. And all fines shall be proportioD- a. Sees. 94,36 

J 1 丄〜 Con. 1786, Ch. 

ed to the offfences. 2, Sec 29. 

Section 33rd. The person of a debtor, where there 
is not strong preBumption of fraud, shall xapriionm ent 
not be continued in prison after deliver- fn d«U rtitriot- 
ing up and assigning over bona Jide^ all "• Wmmm 
his estate, real and personal, in posses- ，*& ^ 

, • • J • Con. 1777. Ch. 

sion, reversion or remainder, for the use a, Secs. 25, 26- 
of his creditors, in such maDner as shall con. 1786, Ch. 
be hereafter regulated by law. And a. Sec. 30. 
all prisoners, unless in execution, or committed 
for capital offences, when the proof is evident or pre- 
sumption great, shall be bailable by sufficient sureties ； 
nor shall excessive bail be exacted for bailable of- 



Section 34th. All elections, whether by the peo- 
ple or the legislature, shall be free and ntettou fr" 
voluntary ； and any elector who shall ^J^^^^^^ 
receive any gift or reward for his vote, ^ 
in meat, drink, monies, or otherwise, Con. 1777,01. 
shall forfeit his right to elect at that J^:* ch 
time, and suffer such other penalty as 9 Sec. 31/ 
the law shall direct ； and any person who shall di- 
rectly or indirectly, give, promise, or bestow, any 
Buch rewards to ibe^elected, shfill thereby be rendered 
incapable to serve for the ensuing year, and be sub- 
ject to such farther punishinent as a future Legisla* 
tare shall direct. 

Section 35ch. All deed and conveyances of land 
shall be recorded in the town Clerk，s Btoordof dndi. 
office in their respective towns ； and 9, SecJlll 
for want thereof, in -the county Clerk's a^*sU?Jj! 
office of t)ie same county. 26 vt. 279. 
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Section 36th i. The Legislature shall regulate en- 
*at»ili to fee tails in such manner as to prevent perpet- 

Con. 1777, CK 她68. 

2， Sec 34. Con. 1786, Ch a, Sec. 33. 15 Vt. 344. 

Section 37th. To deter more eflfectually from tfaie 
riniiiuneiit for commission of crimes, by continued visi- 
€^讓《， not cap- ble punishments of long duration, and to 

4 Ubor* by make sanguinary punishments less nec- 
Con. 1777* Ch. ^ssary, means ought to be provided for 
^» 3i5'86，ch punishing by hard labor, those who shall 
a, Sec.^34* be convicted of crimes not capital, where- 
by the criminal shall be employed for the benefit of 
the public, or for the reparation of injuries done to 
private persons : and all persons at proper times 
ought to be permitted to see them at their labor. 

Section 38th. The estates of such persons as may 
Siieide's MUte destroy their own lives, shall not, tot 

'• 翁"' that offence be forfeited, but descend or 
^ M 〜 ascend m the same manner as if such 

Con. 1786, Ch. 

a. Sec. 35. persons had died in & nattir&l way. Nor 
shall any article which shall accidentally occasion 
the death of any person, be henceforth deemed a 
deodand, or in any wise forfeited on account of such 
misfortune. 

Section 39th. Every person, of good character, 
CitluBsUp, how who comes to settle ia this State, hav- 
•UaiA". 8m ing first taken an oath or affirmation 
Art. Am«nd. 1. of allegiance to the same, may pur- 
a L:7;;, • chase, or by other just means acquire. 
Con X786, Ch hold and transfer land, or other real es- 
a, Sec. 36, tate ； and after one year's residence shall 
be deemed a free denizen thereof, and entitled to all 
rights of a natural born subject of this State, except 
that he shall not be capable of being elected Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Councillor or 
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Representative in Assembly, until after two year's 
residence. 

Section 40th. The inhabitants of this State shall 

have liberty in seasonable times, to Li^rty to but 

hunt and fowl on the lands they hold, 'owl ul fiih. 

and on other lands not enclosed ； and Con. 1777. Ch. 

In like manner to flsh in all boatable and 〜 

Con. 1786, Ch, 

other waters (not private property) un- ，, 37 
der proper regulations, to be hereafter 45 vt. 258. 
made and provided by the General Assembly. 

Section 4】st. Laws for the encouragement of 

virtue and prevention of vice and immor- liwi to 一 • a- 
ality, ought to be constantly kept in 

force, and duly executed ； and a com- mI pr«T«at 

petent number of schools ought to be vIm. SdhMliit 

maintained in each town, for the conven- " Bthtalatd, 

lent instruction of youth : and one or ^. wUgHw 

*^ lOOittlM 9B00V 

more grammar schools be incorporated 

and properly supported, in each County Con. 1777, Ch. 

in this State. And all religious socie- a, s«cs. 40,41. 

ties, or bodies of men, that may be here- "86, Oi 

3 Sec* 

after united or incorporated for the ad- ^'y^^ 。 二 
vancexnent of religion and learning, or ,© vt. 24/. 
for other pious and charitable purposes, 18 vt. 511. 
shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoy- 
ment of the privileges, immunities, ai^ estates, whio)i 
they in justice ou^ht to enjoy, under such regula- 
tions as the General Assembly of this state shall di- 
rect. 

Section 42nd. The declaration of the political 
rights and privileges of che inhabitants ijecUrititi tf 
of this State, is hereby declared to be a ^a'X • * 
part of the Constitution of this Common- Con. 1777, Ch. 
wealth : and ought not to be violated a, Sec. 43 

1 L 1 Con, 1786, Ch. 

on any pretense whatsoever. a, Sec. 39. 
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Section 43rd. In order that the freedom of 
Abrtfatoi. 8m Commonwealth may be preserved 
Art.Am«irf..2(. violate forever, there shall be chosen, 
Con. 1777, Ch. by ballot, by the Freemen ot this State, 
Con^iS Ch on the last Wednesday in March, in the 
a. Art. 40'. year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine^ and on the last Wednesday in March io 
every seven years thereafter, thirteen persons, who 
shall be chosen in the same manner the Council is 
chosen, except they shall not be oat of the Coancfl 
or General Assembly, to be called the Council ot 
Censors;' who shall meet together on the first 
Wednesday of June next ensuing their election, the 
majority of whom shall be a quorum in every case, 
except as to calling a Convention, in which two- 
thirds of the whole number elected shall agree ； and 
whose duty it shall be to inquire, whether the Con- 
stitution has been preserved inviolate in every part, 
daring the last septenary, (including the year of 
their service) ； and whether the le^cislative and execu- 
tive branches of government have performed their 
duty, as guardiang of the people, or assumed to them- 
selves, or exercised, other or greater powers than 
they are entitled to by the Coostitution : ~~ They are 
also to inquire, whether the public taxes have been 
justly laid and collected in all parts of this Common 
wealth 一 in whftt manner the public monies have been 
disposed of ~~ and whether the laws have been duly 
executed. — For these purposes they shall have power 
to send for persons, papers, and records they shall 
have authority to pass public censures, to order im- 
peachments, and to recommend to the Legislature the 
repealing such laws as shall appear to them to have 
been passed, contrary to the principles of the Coiisti* 
tution: These powers they shall continue to have for 
and daring the space of one year from the day ot 



The Constitution of Vermont. 27 



tbeir election, aud no longer. The said Council of 
Censors shall also have power to call a Convention, to 
meet within two years i^ter tlieir sitting, if there ap- 
pears to them an absolute necessity of amending any 
article of this constitution, which may be defective ~ 
explaining such as may be thouf^ht not clearly ex- 
pressed 一 and of adding such as are necessary for 
the preservation of the rights and happiness of the 
people ； but the articles to be amended, and the 
amendments propo^, and sach articles as are pro- 
posed to be added or abolished, shall be promulgated 
at least six months before the day appointed tor the 
election of sach Convention, for the previous consid- 
eration of the people, that they may have an oppor- 
tunity of instructing their delegates on the subject. 



ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 



、 



Article [1.] No person who is not utinaiatifi. 
already a freeman of this State shall be entitled to ex- 
ercise the privileges of a freeman unless he be a nat- 
ural born citizen of this or some one ot the United 
States, or uutil he shall have been naturalized agree- 
ably to the acts of Con^ss. 

Article [2.] The most numerous branch of 
the Legislature of this State shall here- Hwm %\ n,r«- 
after be styled the House of Representa- ' 

tives. Sees. I, a, 8, 9: 

Article [3.] The Supreme Legislative power of 
this State shall hereafter be exercised by 6«Mni «m«b- 
a Senate and the House of Reprosenta- Wy. Likt 
tives; which shall be styled "The General {JJ^*^^^ 
Assembly of the State of Vermont," 一 i^^^ Be', 臘籠 * 
Each shall have and exercise the like miii. A4j«ini- 
powers in all acts of Legislation; and 聽《臘1' 
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Qm. Ch. a, no bill, resolution, or other thing, which j 
S«cs. a, 9. shall have been i>assed by the one, shall 
have the effect of, or be declared to be, a law ' 
without the concurrence of the other. Provided, That 
all revenue bills shall originate in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, 一 but the Senate may propose or concur j 
with amendments, as on other bills. Neither House | 
daring the session of the General Assembly, shaU, 1 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than three days, nor to any other place than that, io 
which the two Houses shall be sitting, 一 and in case of 
disagreement between the two Houses, with respect 
to adjournment, the Governor may adjourn them to 
such time as he shall think proper. 

Article [4.] The Senate shall be composed of 
UpwttM. See thirty Senators, to be of the freemen of 
Art. ▲■•iid.,2$. the County for which they are elected, 
respectively, who are thirty years of age or upwards, 
and to be annually elected by the freemen of each 
County respectively. >~ Each County shall be entitled 
to one Senator, at least, and tfie remainder of the 
Senators shall be apportioned to the several Counties 
according to their population, as the same was ascer- 
tained by the last Census, taken under the authority 
of: the United States, 一 regard being always had, in 
smch apportionment, to the Counties having the 
greatest fraction. Bat the several Counties shall, 
until after the next Census of the United States, be 
entitled to elect, and have their Senators, in the fol- 
lowing proportion, to wit: 

Bennington County, two; Windham County three; 
Rutland County, three ； Windpor County, four; Addi- 
son County, three; - Orange County three; Washing- 
ton County, two ； Chittenden County, two ； Caledo- 
nia County, two ； Franklin County, three ； Orleans 
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County, one ； Essex County, one ； Grand Isle County, 
one. 

The Legislature shall make a new apportionment of 
the Senators, to the several Counties, after the taking 
of each Census of the United States, or Census taken, 
for the purpose of such apportionment, by order of 
the Govern ment of this State 一 always regarding the 
above provisions in this article. 

Article 「5.] The freemen of the several towns in 
each County shall annually, give their Election of sen- 
votes for the Senators, apportioned to ！ w"rt. 
such County, at the same time, and under i"*"?*' 

' -^. Con.Ch. 3, Sec . 

the same regulations, as are now pro- xo. 
vided for the election of Councillors. 一 And the per- 
son or persons, equal in number to the number of 
Senators, apportioned to such County, having the 
greatest number of legal votes, iu such County re- 
spectively, shall be the Senator or Senators, of such 
County. 一 At every .election of Senators, after the 
votes shall have been taken, the Constable or presid- 
ing officer, assisted by the Selectmen and civil au- 
thority present, shall sort and count the said votes, 
and make two lists of the names of each person, with 
the number of votes given for each annexed to his 
name, a record of which shall be made in the Town 
Clerk，g office, and shall seal up his said lists, separ 
rately, and write on each the name of the town, and 
these words, "Votes for Senator," or "Votes for Sen- 
ators," as the case may be, one of which lists shall be 
delivered by the presiding officer, to the Representa- 
tive of said town, (if any) aDd if none be chosen, to 
the Representative of an adjoining town, to be trans- 
mitted to the President of the Senate ； ~~ the other list, 
the said presiding officer, shall within ten days, de- 
liver to the Clerk of the County Court, for the same 
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County, 一 and the Clerk of each County Court, re- 
spectively, or in case of his absence, or disability, to 
the Sheriff of such County, or in case of the absence 
or disability of both,' to the High Bailiff of such 
County, on the tenth day after such election, shall 
publicly, open, sort, and count said votes ； 一 and make 
a record of the same in the office of the Clerk of sach 
County Court, a copy of which he Bhall transmit to 
the Senate : 一 and shall also within ten days there* 
after, transmit to the person or persons elected, a 
certificate of his or their election. Provided, How- 
ever, that the General Assembly shall have power to 
regulate by Law the mode of balloting for Senators, 
within the several Counties, and to prescribe the 
means, and the manner by which the result of the 
balloting shall be ascertained, and through which the 
Senators choseu shall be certified of their election, 
and for filling all vacancies in the Senate, which 
shall happen by death, resignation or otherwise. 
But they shall not have power to apportion the Sen- 
ators to the several Counties, otherwise, than accord- 
ing to the population thereof agreeably to the pro- 
visions herein before ordained. 

Article [6.] The Senate shall have the like 
Powers of the powers to decide on the election and 
enant • KOTen>- qualifications of, and to expel any of it8 
cfon^Ch a Secs ™einbep3， make its own rujes, and ap- 
9. "- * point its own officers, as are incident to 
or are possessed by, the House of Representatives. 
A majority shall cQpstitute a quorum. Thg^ Lieat. 
Governor shall be President^ of the Senate, except 
when he shair exercise the office or ixovernor, or 

when his office shall be vacant, or in his absence, in 
which cases the Senate shall appoint one of its own 
members, to be President of the Senate pro tempore. 
And the President of the Senate shall have a casting 
vote, but no other. 
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Article [7.] The Senate shall have the sole 
power of trying and deciding upon all "ute tt try 
impeachments ~ when sitting for that par- 
pose, they shall be on oath, or affirmar 臘" 
tion, and no person shall be convicted, con. Ch. a, 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of Sees. 34. 
tlie members present. Judgment in cases of impeach- 
ment, shall not extend farther than to removal from 
office ~ and disqualification to hold or enjoying any 
office of honor, or. profit, or trust, under this State. 
But the party convicted shall, nevertheless be liable 
and subject to indictment, trial, jud^ent, and pun- 
ishment, according to law. 

Article [8.] The 'Supreme Executive power of 
the State, shall be exercised by the Gov- ••^•"•r 1 ■ • 
ernor, or, in case of his absence, or dis- "w""'*":- 

. ability, by the Lieut. Governor; who •"•'ge^ Art. 
shall have all the powers, and perforin all JPJ'gij^g* „ 
the duties vested in, and enjoined upon the 34, J7. ， 
Governor and Council, by the Eleventh and Twenty- 
seventh Sections of the second Chapter of the Con- 
stitution, as at present established, excepting that he 
shall not sit as a judge, in case of impeachment, nor 
grant reprieve or pardon, in any such case; nor 
shall he command the forces of the State in person, 
in time of war, or insurrection ； unless by the advice 
and consent of the Senate ； and no longer than they 
shall approve thereof. The Governor may have a 
Secretary of civil and military affairs, to be by him 
appointed daring pleasure, whose services he may at 
all times command ； and for whose compensation pro- 
vision shall be made by law. 

Article [9.] The votes for Governor, Lieut Gov- 
ernor, and Treasurer, of the State, shall Cjwrai 
be sorted and counted, and the result de- election of gov- 

, clsired, by a committee appointed by j;,?'*gJi*"no°r 
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Sn **Ch"'T the Senate and House of Representa- 
Sec/io. • 2， lives. If, at any time, there shall be 
be no election, by the freemen, of Governor, Lieut* 
Governor, and Treasurer, of the State, the Senate and 
House of Representatives shall, by a joint ballot, 
elect to fill the office, not filled by the freemen as 
aforesaid, one of the three candidates for such office, 
(If there be so many) for whom the greatest number 
of votes shall have been returned. 



Article [lO.J The Secretary of State, and 
fimurai Miem- officers, whose elections are not other^ 
uiL^sUtf 3J: wise provided for, and who under the 
SS ch a Sec existing provisions of the Constitu- 
9. ' tion, are elected by the Council and 
House of Representatives, shall, hereafter, be elect- 
ed by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Joint assembly, at which the presiding officer of the 
Senate, shall preside ； and such presiding officer in 
such joint assembly shall have a casting vote, and do 
other. 

Article [11.] Every bill which shall have pass- 
inii u b« pri- ed the Senate and House of Represen- 
iMttd u the tatives, shall, before it become a law, 
f m»«r b«c«re presented to the Governor ； if he 
TrTtl'^igJLd approve, he shall sign it; if not, he 
by him if ap- shall return it with his objections in 
proved Veto writing, to the House, in which* it shall 
^ proceed- have Originated ； which shall proceed to 
^ thereon. recoDsider it. If, upon such recoDsiderar 

Bills not tC' 

turned tloD, a majority of the House shall pass the 

Con Ch. 3, bill, it shall, together with the objections, 
Sec x6. be sent to the other House, by which, it 
44 Vt 366 shall, likewise, be reconsidered, and, if 
approved by a majority of that House, it shall become 
a law. But, in all such cases, the votes of both 
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Houses shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons, voting for or against the bill, 
shall be entered on the journal of each House, re- 
spectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the 
Governor, as aforesaid, within five days, C Sundays ex- 
cepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the 
same shall become a law, in like manner, as if he had 
signed it, unless the two Houses, by their adjourn- 
ment, within three days after the presentment of such 
bill, shall prevent its return ； in which case, it shall 
not become a law. 

Article [12. | The Writ of Habeas Corpus shall 
in no case be suspended. 一 It shall be a Habeai corpni. 
writ, issuable of right ； and the General Assembly 
shall make provision to render it a speedy and effect- 
ual remedy in all cases proper therefor. 

Article [13.」 Such parts and provisions only of 
the Constitution of this State, established Wfect of eleyen 
by Convention on the ninth day of July, arti- 
. one thousand seven hundred and ninety- msnt. 
three, as are altered or superseded by any of the fore- 
going atuendmeuts, or are repugnant thereto, shall 
hereafter cease to have effect. 

Article L14. | The Assistant Judges of the County 

Court shall be elected by the Freemen of 'wwaen toeloct 

. ftssiBta&tjtidsos 
their respective Counties. of the conntj 

ccnrt. 
Con Ch. 2, Sec. 9. 

Article [16.] Sheriffs and High Bailiffs shall be 
elected by the Freemen of their respec- frojmen to elect 
tive Counties. baiUffs"*^*^ 

S8 Vt. 207. 

Article [16.] State's Attorneys shall be elected 
by the Freemen of their respective Coun- Freemen to eloot 

c;8 Vt. 207. 

Article [17.] Judges of Probate shall Frdementc elaot 
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of pro- be elected by the Freemen of their re* 
Con! Ch. a, spcctive Probatc Districts. 

Sec. 9. 

Article [18.] Justices of the Peace shall be elect" 
Freemen to elsot ed by the Fremen of their respective 
NnmSr towns ； and towns having less than one 
Con'chT'sec thousand inhabitants may elect any num- 
9. 38 vt.'477.* ber of Justices of the Peace not exceed- 
ing five ； towns having one thousand, and less than 
two thousand inhiabitantd, may elect seten ； towns 
having two thousand and less than three thousand in- 
habitants, may elect ten ； towns having three thouB- 
and and less than five thousand inhabitants, may 
elect twelve ； and towns having five thousand, or more, 
inhabitants, may elect fifteen Justices of the Peace. 

Article [19.] All the officers named in the preced- 
OlflcoM named iog articles of amendment shall be an- 
l?ttSiT*l? Dually elected by ballot and shall hold 
elMted b7 J^- their offices for one year, said year corn- 
Amend., 2i. mencing on the ftrst day of December 
next after their election. 

Article [20.] The election of the several officers 
Slootion of fts- mentioned in the preceding articles, ex- 
county cepting town Representatives, shall be 
court, sheriffs, made at the times and in the manner now 
state's'attnVsI directed in the Constitution for the choice 
fudges of pro- of Senators. And the presiding officer of 

bate and justi- ^ ° 

cesofthe peace; each Freemen's meeting, alter the votes 
^nl. Sec Art Shall have been taken, sorted and count- 
Amend., 24. ed, shall, in open meeting, make a cer- 

Con. Art. ―， ―. 《 , 

Amend , 5. tiflcate ot the names of each person vot- 
ed for, with the number of votes given for each, an- 

■ Dexed to his name and desiguatiug the office for which 
the votes were given a record of which shall be made 

•in the Town Clerk's office and he shall seal up said 
certificate, and shall write thereon the Dame of the 
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town and the words, Certificate of Votes for 

and add thereto, in writing, the title of the office 
voted for, as the case may be, and shall deliver Bueh 
certificate to some Representative chosen as a member 
of the General Assembly, whose duty it shall be to 
cause such certificate of votes to be delivered to the 
Committee of the General Assembly appointed to 
canvass the same. Aud at the sitting of the General 
Assembly, next after such balloting for the officers 
aforesaid, there shall be a Committee appointed of 
and by the General Assembly, who shall be sworn to 
the faithful discharge of their duty, aud whose duty 
it shall be to examine such certificates and ascertain 
the number of votes given for each candidate, and the 
persons receiving the largest number of votes tot the 
respective office**, shall be declared duly elected, and 
by such Committee be reported to the General As- 
sembly, and the officers so elected shall be commis- 
missioned by the Governor. And \f two or more 
persons designated fox any one of said offices, shall 
have received an equal number of votes, the General 
Assembly shall elect one of such persons to such 
office. 

Article [21.] The term of office of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, and Treasurer of LegisUtttre t o 
the state, respectively, shall commence P'wia* v»- 
when they shall be chosen and qualified, orgoverno^p^wd 
and shall continue for the terra of one Uentonant gov- 
year, or until their successor shall be ernor. (hrencr 
chosen and qualified, or co the adjourn- *"， ippci" a 

ment of the session of the Legislature, at trewnmto flU 

. V, ， vacancy. See 

which, by the constitution and laws, their Art. Amend. 2i 

successors are required to be chosen, aud not after 

such adjournment. And the Legislature shall pro- 

^ vide, by general law, declaring what officer shall 

act as Governor whenever there shall be a vacancy 
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in both the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Grov- 
ernor, occasioned by a failure to elect, or by the 
removal from office, or by the death, resignation, 
or inability of both Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, to exercise the powers and discharge the 
duties of the office of Governor ； and such officer, so 
designated, shall exercise the powers and discharge 
the duties appertaining to the office of Governor ac- 
cordingly until the disability shall be removed, or a 
Governor shall be elected. And in case there shall be 
a vacancy in the office of Treasurer, by reason of any 
of the causes enumerated, the Governor shall appoint 
a Treasurer for the time being, who shall act as Treas- 
urer until the disability shall be removed, or a new 
election shall be made. 

Article [22.] The Treasurer of the State shall, 
Socnrltlei to to before entering upon the duties of his 
giTM lD7 treaa- office, give sufficient security to the Sec- 
mA high bailiffs fetary of State, iu behalf of the State of 
Con. Ch. 2, Vermont, before the Governor of the 
Sec. 27 State of one of the Judges of the Su- 

2Q Vt, 104. 

36 Vt. 371. preme Court. And Sheriffs and High 
Bailiffs, before entering upon the duties of their re- 
spective offices, shall give sufficient security to the 
Treasurer of their respective Counties, before one of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, or the two Assistant 
Judges of the County Court of their respective Coun- 
ties, ID such manner and in such sums as shall be di- 
rected by the Legislature. 

Article [23.] The Senate shall be composed of 
Senators; their thirty Senators, to be of the Freemen of 
nmljer, quallfi- the County for which they are elected, 
^itioment. S^ee respectively ， who shall have attained the 
^n^^Art*'^*" age of thirty years, and they shall be 
Amend., 24. elected annually by the Freemen of each 
County respectively. 
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The Senators shall be apportioned to the several 
Counties, according to the populatiou, as ascertained 
by the census taker under the authority of Congr"8 
in the year 1840, regard being always had in such 
apportionment to the Counties having the largest 
fraction, and giving to each Qounty at least one Sen- 
ator. 

The Legislature shall make a new apportionment 
of the Senators to the several Counties, after the tak- 
ing of each census of the United States, or after a 
census taken for the purpose of such apportionment, 
under the authority of this State, always regarding 
the above provisions of this article. 

Article [24. J Section 1. The General Assembly 
shall meet on the first Wednesday of Oc- Biennial se«- 
tober, bienially ； the first election shall be J^^^h 2 
on the first Tuesday of September, A. D. Sec. 9. ' , 
1870; the first session of the General Assembly on 
the first Wednesday of October, A. D. 1870. 

Section 2. The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Treasurer of State, senators, town repres- Biennial eleo- 
entatives, assistant judges of the county 
court, sheriffs, high bailiffs, State's attor- 
ney judges of probate and justices of /rtl! Amend!, 
peace, shall be elected bienally, on the 5, 19， 20, 23. ' 
first Tuesday of September, in the manner prescribed 
by the Constitution of the State. 

Section 3. The term of office of the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, and Treasurer of Term of offlce of 
the Scatc, respectively, shall commence eo^^mr, lieu- 
when they shall be chosen and qualified, *"wt-go7enior 
and shall continue for the term of two con Art. 
years, or until their successor shall be Amend., 21. 
chosen and qualified, or to the adjournment of 
the session of the Legislature at which, by the <pon- 
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stitution and laws, their successors are required to bo 
chosen, and not after such adiournment. • 

Section 4. The term of office of senators and 
Termofofflooof town representatives shall be two years, 
HioBUtlTei.'*' commencing ou the first Wednesday of 
October followius their election. 

Section 5. The term of office of the assistant judg- 
T*m ofoffioeof ges 力 f the county court, sheriffs, high 
oeMtT^fnowi. bailiffs, State's attorneys, judges of pro- 
ig. • bate and justices of the peace, shall be 

two years, and shall commence od the first day of De- 
cember next after their election. 

Article [25.] Section 1. At the session of the 
ICeie of aiMnd- General Assembly of this State, A. D. 
lag oonstitatioA. 1880, and at the session thereof every 
tenth year thereafter, the Senate may, by a vote of 
two-thirds of its members, make proposals of amend- 
ment to the Constitution of. the State, which propo- 
sals of amendment, if concurred in by a majority of 
the members of the House of Representatives, shall 
be entered on the joarnals of the two Houses, and 
referred to the general Assembly then next to be 
chosen, and be published in the principal newspapers 
of the State ； and if a majority of the members of the 
Senate and of the House of Representatives of the 
next following General Assembly shall respectively 
concur in the same proposals of amendment, or any 
of them, it shall be the duty of tbe General Assembly 
to submit the proposals ot amendment so concurred 
into a direct vote of the freemen of the State ； and 
such of said proposals of amendment as shall receive 
a majority ot the votes of the freemen voting there- 
on shall become a part of the Constitution of this 
State. 

Section 2. The General Assembly shall direct the 
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manner of voting by the people upon the q^mmi 
proposed amendments, and enact all sach bijto direoT 
laws as shall be necessary to procure a aer of voting on 
free and fair vote upon each amendment ameadaent*. 
proposed, and to carry into effect all the provisions of 
the preceding section. 

Section 3. The House of Representatives shall 
have all the power now possessed by the Hwte^of repj- 
Council of Censors to order impeachments Jrlor SipsMb^ 
which shall in all cases be by a vote of J^^*"- ^ 
two-thirds of its members. Sec. 43- 

Section 4. The forty-third section of the second 
part of the Constitution of this State is counoil of eon- 
hereby abrogated. 鹏 aliolished. 

Article 「26.] The Judges of the Supreme Court 

shall be elected biennially, and their term Term of office of 

'力 M of s a - 



of office shall be two years. preme court. 

Article [27.] Section 1. The representatives 
having met on the day appointed by law Oath as to office 
for the commencement of a biennial ses- of profit or troit 
sion of the General Assembly, and chosen "iwUr congress, 
their Speaker and the Senators having met, shall, 
before they proceed to business, take and subscribe 
the following oath in addition to the oath now pre- 
scribed: 

" Fou, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that you did not at the time of your election to this body, 
and that you do not novo hold, any office of profit or trust 
under the authority of Congress, So help me God. " 
Or, in case of affirmation, " Under the pains and penr 
alties of per jury, '^^ 

Section 2. The words " office of profit or trust under 
the authority of Congress " shall be constructed to 
mean any office created directly or indi- Words^^'^* officj 
rectly by Congress, and for which emolu- trttst^ " etc., 
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ment is provided from the Treasury of eonstmed. 
the United States : 

Article [28.] Section 1. The Secretary of State 
Election of sec- and Auditor of accounts shall be elected 
Md Mdito^*if by the freemen of the State upon the 
««mms. same ticket with the Governor, Lieuten- 
aDt Governor, and Treasurer. 

Section 2. The Legislature shall carry this article 
!j?r'?Si?o"effet(5. into effect by appropriate Legislation. 



NOTE. Z 

ADOPTION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The convention which declared Vermont a free and 
independent state, recommended, at its last session, 
at Windsor, June 4, 1777, to the freeholders and in- 
habitants of each town in the state that they should, 
on the 23d of June, choose delegates to attend a gen- 
eral convention at the meeting-house in Windsor, July 
2, 1777, to choose delegates to Congress, a committee 
of safety, and to form a constitution for the state. 
This general convention met at Windsor, July 2, " did 
compose and agree unanimously on a constitution," 
and adjourned July 8. The first election under this 
constitution was to be held id December, 1777, when 
representatives were to be chosen to a general as- 
sembly to meet at Bennington in January, 1778. The 
president of the convention was Capt. Joseph Bowker. 

November 25, 1777, the council of safety requested 
Capt. Bowker to " call together the old convention,'' 
to meet at Windsor, December 24, adding that "the 
business of the convention will be to adjourn the 
meeting of the general assembly." The convention 
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re-assembled December 24 ； and postponed the day of 
election until the first Tuesday of March, 1778, and 
the inauguration of the state government until the 
second Thursday, which was the 12th day of March, 
1778. The eouucil of safety, February 0, 1778, an- 
nounced that the Constitution was printed and would 
be distributed. 

Thu groundwork of the constitution of 1777 was 
the FeiiDsylvaDia constitution of 1776, which had been 
recommended to the inhabitants of Vermont, as a 
model, by Dr. Thomas Young. The Pennsylvania 
convention, of which Benjamin Franklin was presi- 
dent, met July 15, 1776, and adjourned September 28, 
1776; and Bancroft says it was a ""convention com- 
posed of new men, and guided mainly by a school- 
master, the honest but inexperienced James Cannon," 
and "formed a constitution under the complex influ- 
ence of abstract truths, and an angry quarrel with 
the supporte^rs of the old charter of the colony. It 
extended the elective franchise to every resident tax- 
payer ； while, with the approbation of Franklin, it 
concentrated legislative power in a single assembly." 
Radical as were the changes in the government of 
Pennsylvania made by that convention, much of the 
early form of law in that colony was kept. So that 
parts of the Vermont constitution find their origin in 
the charter of privileges granted by William Penn ia 
1701 ； in the "frame of government" granted by Penn 
in 1(596; in the two earlier frames of government 
granted by him in 1682 and 1683; and even in the 
charter for Pennsylvania granted March 4, 1681, by 
King Charles the Second to William Penn. The time 
has been when these old forms would have aided in 
the interpretation of our constitution ； perhaps now 
their only use is to gratify the curious. 

The Vermont constitution of 1777 had in its decla- 
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ration of rights nineteen articles and in its frame of 
government forty-four sections ； the Pennsylvania 
constitution had in its declaration sixteen articles and 
in its frame forty-seven sections. Fourteen articles in 
the Vermont declaration of rights, and twenty-seven 
sections in the Vermont frame of government, are in 
substance, and in some cases in wording, identical with 
the same number of articles and sections in the Penn- 
sylvania constitution. The fourteen Vermont articles 
thus taken without noticeable change from the Penn- 
sylvania declaration, are the following ； the corres- 
ponding numbers of the Pennsylvania articles being 
given in the line beneath the Vermont number: 

Vt. Const, of 1777, Dec. of rights, Arts., 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10， 11, 13， 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. • 

Pa. Const, of 1776, Dec. of rights, Arts" 3, 4, 5， 6， 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 

And the twenty-seven sections of the Vermont frame 
ot government, in like manner taken from the Penn- 
sylvania frame, are the following ； the munbering of 
the Pennsylvania sections adopted being given be- 
neath the Vermont numbers : 

Vt. Const, of 1777, Frame ot Govt., Sees., 1, 2， 3, 4, 
5,8， 10,11, 12, 14， 18. 

Pa. Const, of 1776, Frame ot Govt., Sees., 1， 2, 3, 4， 
5， 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 20. 

Vt. Const, of 1777, Frame of Govt., Sees , 19, 20, 
21, 22, 24， 25, 26, 29, 32. 

Pa. Const, of 1776, Frame of Govt., Sees., 21, 22, 
24, ：^， 27, 28, 29, 32, 35. 

Vt. Const, of 1777, Frame of Govt., Sees., 33, 34， 
35, 37, 38, 40, 43. 

Pa. Const, of 1776, Frame of Govt., Sees. 36, 37, 39, 
41, 42, 44, 46. 

But the Vermont consCiCutioD of 1777 was not a 
mere copy of the Penusylvauia model. The changes 
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made were many and important. In the preamble 
no change of substance was made except that there 
was inserted a recital of charges against New York, 
which recital followed very closely the "Complaints" 
set forth June 4， 1777, by the convention that declar- 
ed Vermont independent. 

In the Vermont declaration of rights articles 2， 12 
and 19 were added, as was the second part of article 1 
wherein slavery was prohibited. Article 3, which 
was article 2 in the PennsylvaDia declaration, was 
changed by adding the Sabbath observance clause 
and limiting security for full civil rights to those 
who professed the Protestant religion. 

In the Vermont frame of government sections 28 
and 42 were added ； and sections 6, 23 and 38 of the 
Pennsylvania frame were dropped. Section 7 changed 
the right of suffrage from a tax-paying to a manhood 
basis, and added the freeman-ts oath. Section 6 
changed the qualifications of representatives. Section 
9 (which was 10 in the Pennsylvania frame) changed 
the religious test by adding to the declaration Co be 
subscribed by each representative the words, "and 
own and profess the Protestant religion." Section 13 
was sli^btly changed from 14 of the Pennsylvania 
frame. Section 15 left off the requirement in regard 
to the seal of the laws which Section 16 of the Penn- 
sylvania frame provided for. Section 16 (answering to 
Section 17 and 18 of the Pennsylvania frame) entire- 
ly changed the system of representation, making it a 
town system in place of the districts provided for in 
Pennsylvania according to the number of taxable In- 
habitants. Section 17 (19 of the Pennsylvania frame) 
changed the method of electing the council from a 
choice of counties to an election by general ticket by 
the whole state ； gave the choice of governor and 
lieutenant governor (called in Pennsylvania the pres- 
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ident and vice-president) to the freeman at large in 
the first instance, instead < f requiring them to be 
chosen of the council by joint ballot of the council 
and house of representatives ； and gave the choice of 
treasurer to the freemen iu stead of the house of rep- 
resentatives. Section 28 did not follow Section 26 of 
the Pennsylvania frame very closely. Section 27 was 
very unlike Sections 30 and 31 of the Pennsylvania 
frame, the place of which sections it took. Sections 
30 and 31 were considerably changed from the Penn' 
sylvania sections 33 and 34 ； and the form of the oath 
in section 36 was somewhat changed from that in 
Section 40 of the Pennsylvania frame. In Section 39 
and 41 slight changes were made from Pennsylvania 
Sections 43 and 45. And Section 44(47 of the Penn- 
sylvania frame) fixed thirteen as the number of 
members to form the council of censors and gave their 
election to the freemen by general ticket, whereas 
Pennsylvania provided that each city and county 
might elect two members of the council of censors. 

R has been deemed best to give here the constitu- 
tion adopted in 1777; without however reprinting 
such sections as have the same wording as in the con- 
stitution of 1793, or those where the wording is so 
slightly changed that space may be saved by a refer- 
ence to the corresponding section of that of 1793, 
noting the change. Reference is also made to the 
constitution of 1786. 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF 1777. 

[See Preamble, 1786, which was expunged in 1793.J 

Whereas all Government ought to be instated and 
supported, for the Security and Protection of the 
Community as such, and to enable the Individuals 
who compose it, to enjoy their natural rights, and the 
other blessings which the Author of Existence has 
bestowed upon man ； and whenever those great ends 
of Government are not obtained, the People have a 
right, by common consent, to change it, and take 
such measures, as to them may appear necessary to 
promote their safety and Happiness. 

And Whereas the Inhabitants of this State have, 
(in consideration of Protection only) heretofore ac- 
knowledged allegiance to the King of Great Britain, 
and the said King has not only withdrawn that Protec- 
tion, but commenced, and still continues to carry on, 
with upabated Vengeance, a most cruel and unjust 
War against them; employing therein, not only the 
Troops of Great Britain, but foreign Mercenaries, 
Savages and Slaves, for the m vowed purpose of re- 
ducing them to a total and abject Submission to the 
despotic domination of the British Parliament, with 
many other Acts of Tyranny, (more fully set forth in 
the Declaration of Congress) whereby all Allegiance 
and Fealty to the said King aud his Successors, are 
dissolved and at an End; and all power aud authority 
derived from him, ceased in the American Colonies. 

And Whereas the Territory which now compre- 
hends the State of Vermont, did antecedently of right 
belong to the Government of New Hampshire; and 
the former Governor thereof, vizt : his Excellency 
Benning Wentworth Esqr. granted many Charters of 
Lands and Corporations, within this State, to the 
present Inhabitants and others. And Whereas, the 
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late Lieutenant Governor Golden, of New York, wfth 
others, did, in violation of the tenth Command, covet 
those very lands ； and by a false representation made 
to the Court of Great Britian, (in the year 1764, that 
for the convenience of trade, and administration of 
Justice, the Inhabitants were desirous of being an- 
nexed to that Government) obtained Jurisdiction of 
those very identical lands ex-parte whichever was, 
and is disagreeable to the Inhabitants. And Where- 
as the Legislature of New York, ever have and still 
continue to disown the Good People of this State, in 
their landed property, which will appear in the Com- 
plaints hereafter inserted, and in the 36th Section of 
their present Constitution, in which is established the 
Grants of Land made by that Government. 

They Have refused to make re-grants of our lands 
to the original Proprietors and Occupants, unless at 
the exhorbitant rate 2300 Dollars fees for each town- 
ship ； and did enhance the Quit-rent three-fold, and 
demanded an immediate delivery of the title derived 
before from New Hampshire. 

The judges of their supreme Court have made a 
solemn declaration, that the Charters, Conveyances, 
&c.， of the Lands included in the before described 
Premises, were utterly null and void, on which ^aid 
Title was founded. In consequence of which declara- 
tion, Writs of Possession have been by them issued, 
and the She iff of the County of Albanj' sent at the 
head of six or seven hundred men, to enforce the Ex- j 
ecution thereof. j 

They have passed an Act, annexing a Penalty there- | 
to, of thirty Pounds fine, and six Months Imprison- 
ment, on any person who should refuse assisting the 
Sheriff, after being requested, for the purpose of ex- 
ecuting Writs of Possession. 

The Governors, Dunmore, Tyron, aud Golden, have 
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made re-grants of several tracts of land included in 
the Premises, to certain favorite Land-jobbers in the 
Government of New York, in direct violation of his 
IBri tannic Majestey's express Prohibition, in the year 
1767. 

They Lave issued Proclamations, wherein they have 
offered large Suras of money for the purpose of ap- 
preheDdiDg those very persons who have dared boldly, 
and publicly to appear in defence of their just rights* 

They did pass twelve Acts of Outlawry on the 9th 
day of March, A. D. 1774, impowering the respective 
J udges of their supreme Court, to award Execution 
of Death against those inhabitants in said District, 
that they should judge to be Offenders, without trial. 

They have and still continue an unjust claim to 
those Lands, which greatly retards Emigration into, 
and the Settlement of, this State. . 

They have hired foreign troops, Emigrants from 
Scotland, at two different times, and armed them to 
drive us out of Possession. 

They have sent the Savages on our Frontiers, to 
distress us. 

They have proceeded to erect the Counties of Cum- 
berland and Gloucester, and establish Courts of Jus- 
tice there, after they were discountenanced by the 
Authority of Great Britain. 

The free Convention of the State of New York, at 
Harlaem, in the year 1776, unanimously voted "that 
all quit rents, formerly dae to the King of Great 
Britain, are now due and owing to this Convention, 
or such future Government as shall hereafter be es- 
tablished in this State." 

In the several Stages of the aforesaid Oppressions, 
we have petitioned his Bri tannic Majesty in the most 
humble manner for redress, and have at very great 
expense, received several reports in our favor and 
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in other instances, wherein we have petitioned the 
late legislative Authority of New York, those Peti- 
tions have been treated with neglect. 

And whereas the local Situation of this State from 
New York, at the extreme part, is upward of four 
hundred and fifty miles from the Seat of that Govern- 
ment, renders it extreme difficult to continue under 
the Jurisdiction of said State. 

Therefore it is absolutely necessary for the welfare 
and safety of the Inhabitants of this State, that it 
should be henceforth a free and independent State, 
and that a just, permanent and proper form of Grov- 
ernmeDt, should exist in it, derived from, and founded 
on the Authority of, the people only agreeable to the 
Direction of the honorable American Congress. 

We the Representatives of the Freemen of Vermont, 
in General Convention met, for the express purpose 
of forming such a Government ； confessing the Good- 
ness of the Great (governor of the universe 〈、vho aloiie 
knows to what degree of earthly happiness Mankind 
may attain by perfecting the Arts of Government) in 
permitting the People of this State, by common Con- 
sent, and without violence, deliberately to form for 
themselves such just rules as they shall think best for 
governing their future Society ； And being fully con- 
vinced that it is our indispensable duty, to establish 
saeh original Principles of Government as will best 
promote the General Happiness of the People of this 
State, and their Prosterity, and provide for future 
improvements, without Partiality for, or Prejudice 
against, any particular Class, Sect, or Denomination 
of Men whatever ； Do, by virtue of Authority vested 
\n us, by our ( onstituents, ordain, declare, and es- 
tablish the following declaration of Eights, and Frame 
of Government, to be the Constitution of this Com- 
monwealth, and to remain in force therein forever, 
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unaltered, except in such Articles, as shall, hereafter 
on Experience be found to require improvement, and 
^hich shall, by the same Authority of the People, 
fairly delegated, as this frame of Government directs, 
l>e amended or improved, for the more effectual ob- 
taining and securing the great End and design of all 
Government, herein before mentioned. 

CHAPTER I. 

A DECLARATION OF THE BIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE STATE OF VERMONT. 

Article 1. [Same as Art. 1, 1786, and Art. 1, 1793.] 
Art. 2. [Same, as Art. 2, 1786. Same as Art. 2, 
3793, except that the latter changes "particular 
man's ，， to " person's. "J 

Art. 3. [See Art. 3, 1786, and Art. 3, 1793.] That 
a】l men have a natural and unalienable Right to wor- 
ship Almighty God according to the Dictates of their 
own Consciences and Understanding, regulated by 
the word of God ； and that no man ought, or of right 
can be compelled to attend religious Worship, or 
erect, or support, any place of Worship, or maintain 
any minister contrary to the Dictates of his Conscience ； 
nor can any man who professes the protestant Relig- 
ion, b« justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, 
as a Citizen, on account of his religious sentiment, or 
peculiar mode of religious Worship ； and that no 
Authority can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed 
by any power whatsoever, that shall in any case in- 
terfere with, or in any manner control the Rights of 
Conscience, in the free exercise of religious worship ； 
nevertheless, every Sect or Denomination of People 
ought to observe the Sabbath, or Lord's day, and keep 
up and support some sort of religious Worship, which 
to them shall seem most agreeable to the revealed 
Will of God. 
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Art. 4. [Same as Art. 5， 1786. Same as Art. 5, 
1793, except that the latter changes " exclasive and 
inherent ，， to, inherent and exclusive."] 

Art. 5. [Same as Art. 6, 1786, and Art. 6， 1793; 
except that they insert " m a legal way."] 

Art. 6. [Same as Art. 7， 1786; and Art. 7, 1793; 
except that they change " reform, alter or abolish" 
to " reform or alter."] 

Art. 7. [The wording of this article was changed 
in Art. 8， 1786; and the article was dropped in 1793.] 
That those who are employed in the legislative and 
executive Business of the State may be restrained 
from Oppression, the People have a right, at such 
periods as they may think proper, to reduce their 
public Officers to a Private Station, and supply the 
Vacancies by certain regular Elections. 

Art. 8. [See Art. 9， 1786, and Art. 8, 1793.] That 
all Elections ought to be free ； and that all freemen, 
having a sufficient evident common Interest with, and 
Attachment to the' Community, have a right to elect 
Officers, or be elected into, office. 

Art. 9. [See Art. 10, 1786, and Art. 9, 1793.] That 
every member of Society hath a right to be protected 
in the Enjoyment of Life, Liberty and Property, and 
therefore is bound to contribute his Proportion tow- 
ards the expense of that protection, and yield his 
personal service, when necessary, or an equivalent 
thereto ； but no part of a man's Property can be justly 
taken from him, or applied to public Uses, without 
his own Consent, or that of his legal Representatives : 
^or can any man, who is conscientiously scrupulous 
of bearing Arms, be justly compelled thereto, if he 
will pay such Equivalent : Nor are the People bound 
by any Law, but such as they have in like manner 
assented to, lor their common Good. 

Art. 10. rSame as Art. 11, 1786. Same as Art. 10, 
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1793, except that the latter changes " man" to " per- 
son ，， twice." 】 

Art. 11. [Same as Art. 12, 1786. Same as Art. 11, 
1793, except that the latter changes "oaths or affir- 
mations first made, affording a sufficient foundation'^ 
to "oath or affirmation first made, affording sufficient 
foundation."] 

• Art. 12. [Same as Art. 13, 1786. The article was 
dropped in 1793'] jlhat no warrant or Writ to attach 
the Person or Estate of any freeholder within this 
State, shall be issued in civil Actions, without the 
person ol* persons who may request such warrant or 
^tachment, first make Oath, or affirm before the Au- 
thority who may be requested to issue the same, that 
he or they are in danger of losing his, her or their 
Debts. 

Art. 13. [See Art. 14, 1786, and Art. 】2， 1793.] 
That in Controversies respecting Property, and in 
Suits between man and man, the parties have a right 
to a trial by Jury, which ought to be held sacred. 

Art. 14. [ Same as Art. 15, 1786, and Art. 13, 1793 ； 
except that they insert "concerning the transactions 
of government and. "J 

Akt. 15. [Same as Art. 18, 1786. Same as Art. 16， 
1793, except that the latter changes "in the time" to 
"in time."] 

Akt. 16. [Same as Art. 20, 1786, and Art. 18, 1793 ； 
except that they insert "in a legal way," and that 
Art. 18, 1793, changes "in the making" to "in mak- 
ing."! 

Art. 17. [Same as Art. 21, 1786. See Art. 19, 
1793.J That all people have a natural and inherent 
right to emigrate from one State to another that will 
receive them ； or to form a new State in vacant Coun- 
tries, or in such Countries as they can purchase, when 
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ever they think that thereby they can promote their 

own Happiness. 
Art. 18. [Same as Art. 22, 1786, and Art. 20, 1793.] 
Art. 19. [Same as Art. 23, 1786, and* Art. 21， 1793; 

except that they change at the efld of the article 

"this State" to "the same."] 

CHARTER II. 

PLAN OR FRAME OP GOVERNMENT. 

Section 1. [Same as Sec. 1, 1786, and Sec. 1， 1793; 
except that they change "Deputy-Governor," to "or 
(Lieutenant Governor) .，，] •• 

Sec. 2. [Same as Sec. 2, 1786. Same as Sec. 2, 
1793, except that the latter changes "or ComiaoD- 
wealth" to "of the Commoiiwe 辛 lth.，，」 

Sec. 3. Same as Sec. 3, 1786. Same as Sec. 3， 
1793, except that they insert "or, in his absence, a 
Lieutenant Governor."] 

Sec. 4. [See Sec. 4, 1786, 8nd Sec. 4, 1793.J Courts 
of Justice shall be established in every County in this 
State. 

Sec. 5. [See Sec. 19, 1786, and Sec. 22, 1793.] The 
freemen of this Commomwealth, and their Sons, shall 
be trained and armed for its defence, under such Reg- 
ulations, Restrictions, and Exceptions as the General 
Assembly shall by Law direct ； preserving always to 
the People the right of choosing their Colonels of 
Militia, and all Commissioned Officers under that 
rank, in such manner, and as often as by the said 
Laws shall be directed. 

Sec. 6. [See Sec. 】8， 1786, and Sec. 21, 1793.] 
Every man of the full Age of twenty-one years, hav- 
ing resided in this State for the Space of one whole 
year next before the Election of Representatives, and 
who is of a quiet and peaceable Behavior, and will 
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take the following Oath (or Affirmation) shall be en- 
titled to all the Privileges of a freeman of this State. 
I solemnly swear by the ever-living God, 

(or affirm, in the presence of Almighty God,) that 
whenever I am called to give my vote or Suffrage, 
touching any matter that concerns the State of Ver- 
mont, I will do it so as in my Conscience I shall judge 
-will most conduce to the best Good of the same, as 
established by the Constitution, without fear or favor 
of any man. 

Sec. 7. [See Sees. 8 and 36, 1786 ； and Sees. 8 and 
39, 1793.] The House of Representatives of the Free- 
men of this State, shall consist of Persons most noted 
for Wisdom and Virtue, to be chosen by the Freemen 
of every town in this State respectively. And no 
foreigner shall be chosen, unless he has resided in the 
town for which he shall be elected, one year immedi- 
ately before said election. 

Sec. 8. 「See Sees. 9 and 8， 1786 ； and Sees. 9 and 8, 
1793.] The members of the House of Representatives, 
shall be chosen annually by Ballot, by the freemen of 
this state, on the first Tuesday of September forever, 
(except this present year) and shall meet on the second 
Thursday of the succeeding October, and shall be 
styled The General Assembly of the Representatives 
of the freemen of Vermont^ and shall have Power to 
choose their Speaker, Secretary of State, their Clerk, 
and other necessary Officers of the House ~ sit on 
their own adjournments ~ prepare Bills, and enact 
them into Laws— Judge of the Elections and Qualifica- 
tions of their own members : "― They may expel a 
member, but not a second time for the same Cause •• 一 
They may adniiiister oaths (or affirmations) on Ex- 
amination of Witnesses ~~ redress Grievances "-" impeach 
State Criminals grant Charters of Incorporation^ 
constitute towns, Boroughs, Cities and Counties, and 
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shall have all other Powers necessary for the legisla- 
ture of a free State ； But they shall have no power to 
add to, alter, abolish or infringe any part of this con* 
stitution. And for this present year the Members of 
the General Assembly shall be chosen on the lirst 
Tuesday of March next, and shall meet at the Meet- 
ing-House in Windsor, on the second Thursday of 
March next. 

Sec. 9. [See Sees. 12 and 9, 1786 ； and Sees. 12 and 9 
1793.] A Quorum of the House of Representatives, 
shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of 
Members elected and having met, and chosen their 
Speaker, shall each of them, before they proceed to 
Busioess take and subscribe as well the oath of Fidel- 
ity and Allegiance, herein after directed, as the f ol， 
lowing Oath or Affirmation, viz : 

I do solemnly swear by the ever-living 

God, (or I do solemnly affirm in the presence of Al- 
mighty God) that as a member of this Assembly, I 
will not propose or assent to any Bill, vote or Reso- 
lutioi;!, which shall appear to me injurious to the Peo- 
ple, nor do or consent to any Act or thing whatever, 
that shall have a tendency to lessen or abridge their 
rights and privileges, as declared in the Constitution 
ot this State ； but will in aJl things conduct myself as 
a faithful, honest Representative and Guardian of the 
People according to the best of my judgment and 
abilities. 

And each member, before he takes his Seat, shall 
make and subscribe the following Declaration, viz. : 

I do believe in one God, the Creator and Governor 
of the Universe, the rewarder of the Good, the Puih 
isher of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the 
Scripture, of the old and new Testament, to be given 
by divine Inspiration, and own and profess the Pro- • 
testant Religion. 
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And no further or other religious test shall ever 
hereafter be required of any civil officer or magistrate 
in this State. 

Sec. 10. [See Sees. 9 and 27, 1786. That part of the 
constitution of 1786 which contained the substance of 
this section, was of course dropped iu 1793.] Dele- 
gates to represent this State in Congress, shall be 
chosen by Ballot, by the future General Assembly, at 
their first Meeting, and annually forever afterward, 
as long as such Representation shall be necessary. 
Any Delegate may be superseded at any time, by the 
General Assembly appointing another in his stead. 
No man shall sit in Congress longer than two years 
successively, nor be capable of re-election for three 
years afterwards ； and no person who holds any office 
in the Gift of the Congress, shall i hereafter be elected 
to represent this State in Congress. 

Sec. 11. [This section was dropped in 1786.J If 
any town or towns shall neglect or refuse to elect and 
send Representatives to the General Assembly, two- 
thirds of the members of the towns, that do elect and 
send Representatives (provided they be a majority of 
the inhabited towns of the whole State) when met, 
shall have all the Powers of the General Assembly, 
as fully, and amply as if the whole were present. 

Sec. 12. [See Sec. 13, 1786, and Sec. 13, 1793.] 
The Doors of the House in which the Representatives 
of the freemen of this State shall sit in General As- 
sembly shall be and remain open for the AdmissioD of 
all Persons who behave decently, except only when 
the Welfare of this State may require the Doors to be 
shut. 

Sec. 13. [See Sec. 14, 1786, and Sec. 14, 1793.] 
The Votes and Proceedings of the General Assembly 
shall be printed weekly during their sitting, with the 
Yeas and Nays on any question, vote or Resolution, 
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where one-third of the members require it (except 
when the Votes are taken by Ballot) and when the 
Yeas and Nays are so taken, every member shall have 
a right to insert the reasons of his Votes upon the 
Minutes, if he desire it. 

Sec. 14 [See Sec. 16. 1786, and See. 16, 1793.] To 
the end that Laws, before they are enacted, may be 
more maturely considered, and the iDConvenieney of 
hasty DeteimiDation as much as possible prevented, 
all Bills of p ublic nature, shall be first laid before the 
Governor and Council, for their perusal and proposals 
of AmeDdment, and shall be printed for the Consid- 
eration of the people, before they are read in General 
Assembly for the last time of debate aud amendment, 
except temporary Acts, which, after being laid be- 
fore the Governor and Council, may (in case of sud- 
den necepsity) be passed into Laws; and no other 
shall be passed into Laws, UDtil the next Session ox 
Assembly. And for the more j erfect l^atisf action of 
the public, the reasons and motives for making such 
laws, shall be fully and clearly expressed and set 
forth m their Preambles. 

Sec. 15. LSee Sec. 15, 1786, and Sec. 15， 1793.] 
The Stile of the Laws of this State shall be, Be it en- 
acted, and it is hereby enacted by the Representatives 
of the Freemen of the State of Vermont, in General 
Assembly met, and by the Authority of the same. 

Sec. 16. [Same as Sec. 7. 1786, and Sec. 7, 1793.] 

Sec. 17. [See Sees. 10 and 11, 1786, aud Sees. 10 
and 】】, 1793, The section is the same as Sec. 10， 1786, 
and Sec. 10, 1793 ； with the following paragraph in 
addition.] 

The Council that shall act in the recess of this Con- 
vention, shall supply the Place of a Council for the 
next General Assembly, until the new Council be de- 
clared chosen. The Council shall meet annually at 
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the same time and place with the General Assembly, 
and every member of the Council shall be a Justice of 
tlie Peace for the whole State by virtue of his Office. 

Sec. 18. [See Sec. 11, 1786, and Sec. 11, 1793.J 
The Governor, and in his Absence the Lieutenant or 
Deputy Governor, with the Council, seven of whom 
shall be a Quorum, shall have Power to appoint ； ind 
Commis8ionace all Officers (except those who are ap- 
pointed by the General Asgembly) agreeable to this 
frame of Government, and the Laws that may be made 
hereafter; and shall supply every vacancy in any 
office, occasioned by Death, Resignation, Bemoval or 
disqualification until the office can be filled in the time 
and manner directed by Law or this Constitution. 
They are to correspond with other States, and trans- 
act Business with Officers of Government civil and 
military ； and to prepare such business as may appear 
to them necessary to lay before the General Assem- 
bly. They shall sit as Judges to hear and determine 
on Impeachments, taking to their assistance, for ad- 
vice only, the Justices of the Supreme Court ； and 
shall have Power to grant Pardons, and remit fines, in 
all Cases whatsoever, except cases of Impeachment ~ 
and in cases of Treason and Murder, shall have Fower 
to grant Reprieves, but not to pardon, until the end 
of the next fc^essioDS of Assembly ； but there shall be 
ii# remission or mitigation of Punishment on Im- 
peachmeuts, except by Act of Legislation. They are 
also to take care chat the Laws be faithfully executed. 

They are to expedite the execution of such measures 
as may be resolved upon by General Assembly, and 
they may draw upon the Treasurer for such sums as 
may be appropriated by the House ； ~~ tbey may also 
lay Embargoes, or prohibit the Exportation of any 
Commodity, for any time not eicceeding thirty days 
in the recess of the House only : » They maj jcrant 
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such Licenses as shall be directed by Law ； and shall 
have Power to call together the General Assembly, 
when necessary before the day to which they shall 
stand adjourned. The Governor shall be Commander 
in Chief of the Forces of the State, but shall not com- j 
mand in Person, except advised thereto by the Coun- 
cil, and then only as long as they shall approve there- 
of. The Governor and Council shall have a Secretary, | 
anji keep fair Books of their Proceedings, wherein any I 
Councillor may enter his Dissent, with his reasons to 
support it. 

Sec. 19. [Same as Sec. 20， 1786. Same as Sec. 23， 
1793, except that the latter, at the end of the section 
changes "Council" to "Governor."] 

Sec. 20. [Same as Sec. 21, 1786, except that the 
latter added " and may award costs," Same as Sec. 
24， 1793, except that the latter has in addition " and 
may award costs ； and no trial or impeachment shall 
be a bar to a prosecution at law."] 

Sec. 21. [This section was dropped in 1786.] The 
Supreme Court, and the several Courts of Common 
Pleas of this State, shall, besides the Powers usual] y 
exercised by such Courts, have the Powers of a Court 
of Chancery, so far as relates to perpetuating Testi- 
mony—obtaining Evidence from places not within 
this State, and the Care of Persons and Estates of 
those who are now compotes Mentis^ and such other 
powers as may be found necessary by future General 
Assemblies, not inconsistent with this Constitution. 

Sec. 22. [See Sec. 28, 1786, and Sec. 31, 1793.] 
Trials shall be by jury ； and it is recommended to the 
•Legislature of this State, to provide by Law against 
every Corruption or Partiality in the Choice, and re- 
turn, or appointment of Juries. 

Sec. 23. [See Sees. 4 and 22， 1786， and Sees. 4 and 
25, 1793. J All Courts shall be open, and Justice shall 
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be impartially administered, without Corruption or 
anneceesary Delay ； all their Officers shall be paid an 
adequate but moderate Compensation for their Ser- 
vices : 一 And tf any Officer shall take greater or other 
！ Fees than the Laws allow him, either directly or indi- 
jectly, it bhall ever after disqualify him from holding 
any office in this State. 

Sec. 24. I See Sec. 26, 1786, and Sec. 32, 1793.] All 
Prosecutions shall commence in the Name, and by the 
Authority of the Freemen of the State of Vermont ； 
and all Indictments shall conclude with these Words, 
" against the Peace and Dignity of the same." The 
stile of all Processes hereafter in this State, shall be, 
The State of Vermont. 

Sec. 25. I See Sec. 30， 1786, and Sec. 33, 1793. J The 
Person of a Debtor, where there is not a strong Pre- 
sumption of fraud, shall not be continued in Prison, 
after delivering up, bona fide, all his Estate, real and 
personal, for the Use of his Creditors, in such man- 
ner as shall be hereafter regulated by Law. 一 All 
Prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient securities, 
unless for capital offences, when the Proof is evident, 
or presumption great. 

Sec. 26. [See Seos; 30 and 29, 1786; and Sees. 33 
.and 32, 1793.] Excessive Bail shall not be exacted 
for bailable offences : And all fines shall be moderate. 

Sec. 27. [See Sec. 9, 1786, and Sec. 9, 1793.] That 
. the General Assembly, when legally formed, shall ap- 
. point times and Places for County Elections ； and at 
times and places, the freemen in each county respec- 
. tively, shall have the Liberty of chosing the Judges 
,of inferior Court of Common Pleas, Sheriff, Justices 
of the Peace, and Judges of Probates, commissioned 
by the Governor in Council during good Behaviour, 
removable by the General Assembly, upon Proof of 
.vSCal-adiuinistration . 
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Sec. 28. [This section was dropped in 1786.1 That 
no person shall be capable of holding any civil office 
in this State, except he has acquired, and maintains a 
good moral Character. 

Sec. 29. [See Sec. 31, 1786, and Sec. 34, 1793.J All 
Elections, whether by the People, or in General As- 
sembly, shall be by Ballot, free and voluntary : And 
any Elector, who shall receive any Gilt or reward for 
his Vote, in meat, drink, monies or otherwise, shall 
forfeit his Right to elect at that time, and suffer such 
other Penalty as future Laws shall direct. And any 
person who shall, directly or indirectly, give, promise 
or bestow any such rewards to be elected, shall there- 
by be rendered incapable to serve for the ensuing 
Year. 

Sec. 30. [This section was dropped in 1786.1 All 
Fines, Licence Money, fees and forfeitures, shall be 
paid according to the Direction hereafter to be made 
by tbe General Assembly. 

Sec. 31. [Same as Sec. 32， 1786, and Sec. 35, 1793; 
except that they add " and, for want thereof, in the 
county Clerk's office of the same County."] 

Sec. 32. [This section was dropped in 1786.] The 
Printing Presses shall be free to every person who 
undertakes to examine the Proceedin^A of the Legis- 
lature, or any part of Government. 

Sec. 33. [See Sec. 22, 1886, and Sec. 25， 1793.] As 
every freemen, to preserve his independence (if with- 
out a sufficient Estate; ought to have some Profes- 
sion, Calling, Trade or farm, whereby he may honestly 
subsist, there can be no Necessity for, nor use in es- 
tabliBhiDg offices of Profit, the usual Effects of which 
are Dependence and Servility iiBl)ecomfii^ freemen, 
in the Possessors or Expectants ； Faction, Conten- 
tion, Corruption and Disorder among the People.— 
But il any man is called into public service, to the 
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prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right to a 
reasonable Compensation ； and whenever an office, 
tlirough increase of fees, or otherwise, becomes so 
profitable as to occasion many to apply for it, the 
Profits ought to be lessened by the Legislature. 

Sec. 34. [See Sec. 33, 1786, and Sec. 36, 1793.] The 
future Legislature of this State, shall regulate Entails 
in such manner as to prevent Perpetuties. 

Sec. 35. [See Sec. 34， 1786, and Sec. 37, 1793.] To 
deter more effectually from the Comiuission of Crimes, 
by continued visible Puaishmeat of long DaratioQ, 
and to make saaguinary Puaisho^ats less necessary 
Houses ought to be provided for paaishing by hard 
Labour, those who shall be convicted of Crimes n )t 
Capital ； wherein the Criminal shall be employed for 
the benefit of the public, or for reparation of injuries 
done to private Persons ； and all persons, at proper 
times, shall be admitted to see the Prisoners at their 
Labour. 

Sec. 36. 「See Sec. 26, 1786, and Sec. 29, 1793.] 
Every Officer, whether Judicial, executive or military, 
in Authority under this State, shall take the follow- 
ing Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance, and general 
Oath of Office, before, he enter on the Execution of 
his Office. 

The Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance. 

"I do solemnly swear by the ever-living 

God, (or affirm, in the Presence of Almighty God) 
that I will be true and faithful to the State of Ver- 
mont ； and that I will uot, directly or indirectly, do 
any Act or thing prejudicial or injurious to the Con- 
stitution or Government thereof, as established by 
Convention. ，, 
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The Oath or Affirmation of Office. 

"I do solemnly swear by the ever living 

God， (or affirm, in the Presence of Almighty God) 
that I will faithfully execute the Office of for 
the of and will do equal Right and Jus- 

tice to all men, to the best of my Judgment and Abil- 
ities, according to Law. ，， 

Sec. 37. 「See Art. 10, 1786, and Art. 9, 1793, of the 
Declaration of Rights.] No public tax, custom, or 
Contribution, shall be imposed upon, or paid by the 
people of this State, except by a Law for that pur- 
pose ； and before any Law be made for raising it, the 
purpose for which any tax is to be raised ought to 
appear clear to the Legislature, to be of more Service 
to the Community, than the money would be, if not 
collected ； which being well observed, taxes can never 
be Burthens. 

Sec. 38. [See Sec. 36, 1786, and Sec. 39, 1793. J 
Every Foreigner of good Character, who comes to 
settle in this State, having first taken an Oath of Af- 
firmation of Allegiance to the same, may purchase, 
or by other just means acquire, hold and transfer 
Land, or other real Estate ； and after one year's resi- 
dence, shall be deemed a free Denizen thereof, and 
intitled to all the rights of a natural born Subject of 
this state except that he shall not be capable of being 
elected a Representative, until after two Year's Resi- 
dence, 

Sec, 39. [Same as Sec. 37, 1786, and Sec. 40, 1793 ； 
except that they change." to hunt and fowl, in sea- 
sonable times ，， to " in seasonable times, to hunt and 
fowl. ，, 

Sec. 40. rSee Sec. 38, 1786, and Sec. 41, 1793.] A 
School or Schools shall be established in each town 
by the Legislature, for the convenient Instruction of 
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ITouth, with such Salaries to the masters, paid by each 
town, making proper Use of School-lands in each 
town thereby to enable them to instruct Youth at low 
Prices : ~ One Grammar School in each County, and 
one University in this state, ought to be established 
l>y Direction of the General Assembly. 

Sec. 41. [See Sec. 38, 1786, and Sec. 41, 1793.J 
Xjaws for the Encouragement of Virtue, and Preven- 
tion of Vice amd Immoralitjs shall be made, and kept 
constantly in force ； and Provision shall be made for 
their due Execution : And all religious Societies, or 
bodies of men, that have, or may be hereafter united 
and incorporated, for the Advancement of Religion 
and Learning, or for other pious and charitable Pur- 
poses, shall be encouraged and protected in the En- 
joyment of the Privileges, Immunities and Estates, 
which they in justice ought to enjoy, under such Reg- 
ulations as the General Assembly of this state shall 
direct. 

Sec. 42. [See Sees. 9 and 19, 1786, and Sees. 9， and 
22, 1793.1 All Field and Staff Officers, and Commis- 
sioned Officers of the Army, and all General Officers 
of the Militia, shall be chosen by the General Assem- 
bly. 

Sec. 43. [See Sec. 39, 1786, and Sec. 42, 1793.] The 
Declaration of Rights is hereby declared to be a part 
of the Contitution of this State and ought never to be 
violated, on any Pretence whatsoever. 

Sec. 44. [Same as Sec. 40, 1786, and • Sec. 42, 1793 ； 
except that Sec. 40, 1786, inserts after "whether the 
Constitution has been preserved inviolate in every 
part" the words "during the last septenary, (includ- 
ing the year of their service)," and changes "appear 
to them to have been enacted" to "shall appear to 
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them to have been passed," and Sec. 43， 1793, 
changes "eighty-five" to "ninety-nine."] 

FIRST AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

The first council of censors made, in 1785, many 
proposals of amendment, the most important of which 
failed of adoption by the convention of the following 
year. This council, in proposing amendmeuts, re- 
drafted the constitution, incorporating the proposed 
changes with the original text. They followed con- 
stitutional requirements, by promulgating the entire 
constitution "as revised" by them and "recommended 
for the consideratioa of the people," and the entire 
constitution of 1777. This council also published, over 
the date of February 14， 17S6, what they entitled 
their "proceedings;" which was really an address to 
the freemen, and a state paper of notable merit. The 
convention called by the first council of censors met 
at Manchester, Jane 29, 1786 ； and on the4th of July, 
1786, its president and secretary certified the consti- 
tution of 1786, 

THE CONSTITUTION OP 1786. 

[The Preamble was the same as in 1777, except that 
the words "title derived before from New Hampshire" 
were changed to "title derived from New Hampshire." 
The preamble was expunged by the convention of 
1793.] 

CHAPTER I. 

[Same title as 1777, and 1793.] 
Article 1. [Same as Art. 1， 1777, and Art. 1， 
1793.] 

Art. 2. [Same as Art. 2, 1777, See Art. 2, 1793.] 
Art. 3. [Same as Art. 3, 1793, except that the lat- 
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ter changes ''whatsoever" to "whatever." See Art. 
3, 1777.] 

Art. 4. [New article. Same as Art. 4, 1 793, ex- 
cept that the latter changes "Commonwealth" to 
"State."] 

Art. 5. [Same as Art. 4, 1777. See Art. 5, 1793.] 
Art. 6. [Same as Art. 6, 1793. See Art. 5， 1777.] 
Art. 7. [Same as Art. 7, 1793. See Art. 6, 1777.] 
Art. 8. [See Art. 7， 1777. This article was dropped 
in 1793.] That those who are employed in the legis- 
lative and executive business of the State may be re- 
strained from Oppression, the people have a right by 
their legal representatives, to enact Laws for reducing 
their public Officers to a private Station, and for sup- 
plying their vacancies, in a constitutional manner, by 
regular Elections, at such periods as they may think 
proper. 

Art. 9. [Same as Art. 8, 1793, except that the lat- 
ter adds "agreeably to the. regulation made in this 
constitution." See Art. 8, 1777.1 

Art. 10. [Same as Art. 9, 1793, except that the lat- 
ter changes " no part of a man's property ，， to "no 
part of any person's property." See Art. 9, 1777.] 

Art. 11. [Same as Art. 10， 1777. See Art, 10， 
17V»3.] 

Art. 12. [Same as Art. 11, 1777. See Art. 11， 
1793.] 

Art. 13. [Same as Art. 12, 1777. This article was 
dropped in 1793.] 

Art. 14. [Same as Art. 12, 1793, except that the 
latter changes "an" to "any," and "right to a trial" 
to "right to trial." See Art. 13, 1777.] 

Art. 15. [Same as Art. 13, 1793. See Art. 14, 
1777.J 

Aet. 16. [New article. Same as Art. 14, 1793.] 
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Art. 17. [New article. See Art. 15, 1793.] The 
power of suspending Laws, or the execution of Laws, 
ought never to be exercised, but by the Legislature, 
or by authority derived from it, to be exercised in 
such particular cases only as the legislature shall ex- 
pressly provide for. 

Art. 18. [Same as Art. 15， 1777. See Art. 16, 1793. J 
Art. 19. [New Article. Same as Art. 17， 1793, ex- 
cept that the latter changes "Commonwealth" to 
"state."] 

Art. 20. [Same as Art. 18, 1793, except that the 
latter changes "iu the making" to "in making." See 
Art. 16, 1777.] 
Art. 21. [Same as Art. 17, 1777. See Art. 19, 1793.] 
Art. 22. rSame as Art. 18, 1777, and Art. 20, 1793.] 
Art. 23. [Same as Art. 21, 1793. See Art. 19, 1777.] 

CHAPTER If, 

[Same title as 1777, and 1793.] 
Section. 1. [Same as Sec. 1， 1793, See Sec. 1， 17770 
Sec. 2. [Same as Sec. 2, 1777. See Sec. 2, 1793.] 
Sec. 3. rSame as Sec. 3, 1793. See Sec. 3， 1777. 
Sec. i. [Same as Sec. 4， 1793. See Sees. 4 and 23, 
1777.] 

Sec. 5. [New section. Same as Sec. 5， 1793.] 
Sec. 6. [New section. Same as Sec. 6, 1793.J 
Sec. 7. [Same Sec. 7, 1793, and Sec. 16, 1777.1 
Sec. 8. [Same as Sec. 8， 1793. See Sees. 7 and 8， 
1777.] 

Sec. 9. Same as Sec. 9， 1793, except that the latter 
changes "administer oaths or affirmations," to "ad- 
minister oaths and affirmations,'' and chani^B "they 
may annually, In the first session after tiieir election, 
and at other times when vacancies happen, choose 
Delegates to Congress ； And shall also, in conjaDc- 
tlon with the council, annually, (or oftener if need 
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toe) elect Judges" to "they may annually on their 
first session after their election, in conjunction with 
tlie Coimcil (or oftener if need be) elect Judges." 
See Sees. 8, 9, 10， 27 and 42, 1777.. 

Sec. 10. [Same as Sec. 10, 1793. See Sec. 17, 1777.] 
Sec. 11. [Same as Sec. 11, 1793, except that the 
latter adds "and the Governor may appoint a Secre- 
tary for himself and his Councils." ！ See Sees. 17 and 
18, 1777.] 

Sec. 12. [See Sec. 9, 1777, and Sec. 12, 1793.J The 
Representatives, having met, and chosen their Speak- 
er and Clerk, shall each of them, before they proceed 
to Business, take and subscribe, as well the Oath or 
Affirmation of Allegiance hereinafter directed, (ex- 
cept where they shall produce Certificates of their 
haying theretofore taken and subscribed the same) as 
the following Oath or affirmation, viz. : * 

You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that as 

a Member of this Assembly, you will not propose, or 
assent, to any Bill, vote or resolution, which shall 
appear to you injurious to the People ； nor do or con- 
sent to any act or thing whatever, that shall have a 
tendency to lessen or abridge their rights and privi- 
leges, as declared by the constitution of this State ； 
but will in all things, conduct yourself as a faithful, 
hbhest, representative and Guardian of the People, 
according to the best of your Judgment and abilities. 
(In case of an Oath) So help you God, (And in case 
of an affirmation) Under the pains and penalties of Per- 
jury, 

And each member, before he takes his Seat, shall 
make and subscribe the following Declaration, viz.: 

" You do believe in one God, the Creator and Gov- 
ernor of the Universe, the rewarder of the Good and 
puoisher of the wicked. And you do acknowledge the 
Scriptures of the old and pew Testament to be given 
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by divine Inspiration, and own and profess tbe Pro- 
testant Religion." And no further or other religiouR 
Test shall ever hereafter be required of any civil 
Officer or Magistrate in this State. 
Sec. 13. [Same as Sec. 13， 1793. See Sec. 12, 1777-1 
Sec. 14. [Same as Sec. 14, 1793, except that the 
latter changes "conveniently may be" to "convenient" 
See Sec/ 13， 1777.1 ' 
Sec. 15. [Same as Sec. 15, 1793. See Sec. 15, 1777. | 
Sec. 16. [Same as Sec. 16, 1793. See Sec. 14, 1777.] 
Sec. 17. [New section. Same as Sec. 20, 1793.] 
Sec. 18. [Same as Sec. 21, 1793. See Sec. 6, 1777.] 
Sec. 19. [See Sees. 5 and 42, 1777， and Sec. 2% 
1793.j The Inhabitants of this Commonwealth shall 
be trained and armed for its defence, under such reg- 
ulation^, restrictions and exceptions, as the Greneral 
Assembly shall by law direct. The several Companies 
of militia shall, as often as vacancies happen, elect 
their Captains and other inferior officers ； and the 
Captains and Subalterns shall nominate and recom- 
mend the Field officers of their respective Regiments, 
who shall appoint their Staff officers. 
Sec. 20. [Same as Sec. 19, 1777. See Sec. 22, 1793.] 
Sec. 21. [Same as Sec. 24, 1793, except that the 
latter adds " and no trial or impeachment shall be a 
bar to a prosecution at law." See Sec. 20， 1777. 

Sec. 22. [See Sec. 33 and 23, 1777， and Sec- 25, 
1793.] As every freeman, to preserve his indepen- 
dence (if without 8 sufficient estate) o^ht to have 
some profession, calling, trade or farm, whereby he 
may honestly subsist, there can be no necessity for, 
nor use in, establishing offices of profit, the usual ef- 
fects of which are dependence and servility, unbe- 
coming freemen, in the Possessors or expectants; 
faction, contention, corruption and disorder, among 
the People. But if any man is called into public ser- 
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vice, to the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a 
right to a reasonable Compensation ； and whenever 
an office, through increase of fees, or otherwise, be- 
comes so profitable as to occasion many to apply for 
it, the profits ought to be lessened by the Legislature- 
And if any officer shall take greater or other fees than 
the laws allow him, either directly or indirectly it 
shall ever after disqualify him from holding any 
office Id this State. 

Sec. 23. [New section. See Sec. 26, 1793.] 
No person in this State, shall be capable of holding 
or exercising more than one of the following Offices 
at the same time, viz. : Governor, Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, Judge of the Supreme Court, Treasurer of the 
State, Member of the Council, Member of the General 
Assembly, Surveyor General or Sheriff. 

Sec. 24. fNew section. Same as Sec. 27， 1793. 
Sec. 25. [New section. Same as Sec. 28, 1793.] 
Sec. 26. [Same as Sec. 29, 1793, except that the 
latter inserts "military officers, and." See Sec. 36, 
1777.] . 

Sec. 57. [See Sec. 10, 1777. This article was 
dropped in 1793.] Any Delegate to Congress may be 
superseded at any time, by the General Assembly 
appointing another in his stead. No man shall be ca- 
pable of being a Delegate to represent this State in 
Congress lor more than three years in any teVm of 
six years : 一 and no person who holds any office in the 
gift ot Congress shall, during the time of his holding 
such office, be elected to represent this State in Con- 
gress. 

Sec. 28. [Same as Sec. 31, 1793. See Sec. 22, 
1777.1 

Sec. 29. [Same as Sec. 32, 1793, except that the 
atter changes "proportionate" to "proportioned." 
See Sees. 24 and 26， 1777.] 
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Sec. 30. [Same as Sec. 33, 1793. See Sees. 25 and 
26， 1777. 

Sec. 31. [See Sec 29, 1777, and Sec. 34, 1793.] 
All Elections, whether by the people, or in Greneral 
Assembly, shall fie by Ballot, free and volantary: 
And any Elector, who shall receive any gift or re- 
ward for his Vote, in meat, drink, monies, or other- 
wise, shall forfeit his right to elect at that time, and 
suffer such other penalty as the laws shall direct : 
And any person who shall, directly or indirectly, give, 
promise or bestow, any such rewards to be elected, 
shall thereby be rendered incapable to serve for the 
ensuing year, and be subject to such further Punish- 
ment as a future Legislature shall direct. 
Sec. 32. [Same as Sec. 35, 1793. See Sec. 31, 1777.] 
Sec. 33. [Same as Sec. 36, 1793. See Sec. 31， 1777.] 

Sec. 34. [Same as Sec 37, 1739. See Sec. 35, 1777.] 
Sec. 35. [New section. Same as Sec. 38, 1793.] 
Sec. 36. [Same as Sec. 39, 1793. See Sec. 38, 1777.] 
Sec. 37. [Same as Sec. 40, 1793. See Sec. 39, 1777 J 
Sec. 38. [Same as See. 糸 1， 1793. See Sees. 40 and 
41, 1777. 

Sec. 39. [Same as Sec. 42, 1793. See Sec. 43, 1777.] 
Sec. 40. [Same as Sec. 43, 1793, except that the 
latter changes "eighty-five" to "ninety-nine," and 
"appear to them to have been enacted" to "shall ap- 
pear to them to have been passed." See Sec. 44, 
1777.] 

THE CONVENTION OF 1793. 

This convention, called by the council of censors of 
1792, met at Windsor July 3, 1793, and July 9, 1793, 
its president and secretary certified the constitution 
of 1793. This certified constitution, now in the secrc5- 
tary of state's office, has, prefixed, a title-page with 
the following words : "The Constitution of Vermont. 



Ihe Constitution of Vermont. 71 



As Adopted by the Convention, holden at Windsor, 
July fourth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
tbree." This convention has been criticised for not 
certifying its amendments alone, and for the use of 
the word "adopted" on the title-page of the certified 
constitution. But the council of censors of 1792, fol- 
lowing the precedent of 1785, promulgated the entire 
constitution as it was proposed to be, and also the 
entire constitution of 1786. The convention of 1793 
refused to adopt the most important ameDdments 
proposed by the council, but did adopt many pro- 
posed amendments ； and it does not appear ttiat 
either the convention of 1786 ； or that of 1793 adopted 
any amendments that were not proposed, although in 
a very lew instances slight verbal changes may have 
been made, the authority for which may not have ap- 
peared in the amendments as proposed. Most of even 
the more unimportant verbal changes will be found to 
have been proposed. And it does not appear, consid- 
ering the way in which the proposed amendments 
were, by the councils proposing them, incorporated 
in the original text of the constitution, how the con- 
ventions of 1786 and 1793 could have certified sepa- 
rately the amendment adopted as has been done by 
later conventions. 

The convention of 1793, on the day it met, ex- 
punged the preamble. In extracts from the journal 
of this convention, furnished by Lewis K. Morris, its 
secretary, and printed iu Spoonefs Vermont Journal 
of July 22, 1793， appears the following: "Ordered, 
That the Preamble to the present Constitution be ex- 
punged." 

The full authority ot the convention to take this 
action lies in the fact that the council ot censors in 
promulgating the proposed changes set forth the 
constitution as proposed with the preamble omitted 
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and the coDstitution of 1786 with the preamble re- 
tained ； thus plainly promulgatiDg the preamble as 
something to be abolished. 

THE LATER AMENDMENTS. 

The councils of censors of 1813, 1820, 1841, and 1855 
proposed amendments, all of which the several con- 
ventions called by them refused to adopt. The coun- 
cil of censors of 1827, 1834, 1848 and 1869 proposed 
amendments, some of which in each case were adopted 
by the conventiODS which they called. 

The first article of amendments was adopted by a 
convention which met at Montpelier Jane 26, 1828, 
and adjourned June 28, 1828. The certificate of the 
president and secretary of the convention shows it 
was adopted June 27, 1828. 

The second to thirteenth articles of amendment, 
inclusive, were adopted by a convention which met at 
Montpelier January 6, 1836, and adjourned January 
14, 1836. They were certified by the president and 
secretary of the convention January 14, 1836. 

The fourteenth to twenty-third articles of amend- 
ment, inclusive, were adopted by a convention which 
met at Montpelier January 2, 1850, arid adjourned 
January 14, 1850. They were certified by the presi- 
dent uDd secretary of the convention January 12， 
1850. 

The twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth 
articles of amendment were adopted by a convention 
which met at Montpelier June 8, 1870, and adjourned 
June 15, 1870. They were certified by the president 
and secretary of the convention June 14, 1870. 

The twenty-seventh and twenty-eight articles of 
amendment were proposed by the Senate and con- 
curred in by the House in 1880, concurred in by the 
Senate and House in 1882, and adopted by a vote ol 
the freemen March 6, 1883. 



TO THE 



CONSTITUTION OF VERMONT- 



A. 

Accounts op Treasurer, 'to be audited and laid be- 
fore general assembly, Ch. 2, Sec. 28. 

Accusation, respondent may demand cause of, Ch. 1， 
Art. 10. 

Address, right of for redress of grievances. Ch. 1, 
Art. 20. 

Adjournment, right of general assemWy as to, Ch. 
2, Sec. 9 ； 

right of senate and house as to, Art. Amend., 3 ； 
governor's power in case of disagreement, Art. 
Amend., 3 ； 

effect of on bill in governor's handp, Art. Amend., , 
11. 

Allegiance, oath and affirmation of, Ch. 2, Sec. 29. 
Amendments to Constitution, how proposed and 

adopted, Art. Amend., 25, Sec. 1 ； 
manner of voting on by freemen, Art. Amend. ， 

25, Sec. 2. 

Apportionment, of senators, according to popula- 
tion, Art. Amend., 23 ； 
new, to be made after each census, Art. Amend., 
23; 

of representatives, Ch. 2, Sec. 7. 
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Appropriation, necessary by legislation to draw 

money from treasury, Ch. 2, Sec. 17. 
Armies, Standing, dangerous and ought not to be 

kept up, Ch. 1, Art. 16. 
Arms, people have « right to bear, Ch. 1, Art. 16. 
Assemble, right of people to, Ch. 1, Art. 20. 
Assistant Judges of the County Court, to be 

justices of the peace in their counties, Ch. 2, 

Sec. 4. 

to take security of sheriffs and high bailiffs. Art. 
Amend., 22 ； 

to be elected by the freemen, Art. Amend., 14; 
mode of election of and governor to commission, 

Art. Amend., 20; • 
to be elected by ballot, Art, Amend., ]9; 
to be elected biennially. Art. Amend., 24; Sec. 2; 
term of office two years beginning December 1， 

Art. Amend. ， 24, Sec. 5. 

B. 

Bail, not to be excessive, Ch. 2, Sec. 33. 

Ballot, governor, lieutenant-governor and treasurer 

to be elected by, Ch. 2, Sec. 10, Art Amend., 

9; 

town representatives to be elected by, Ch. 2, Sec. 

8; 

county officers to be elected by, Art. Amend., 19; 
senators to be elected by, Art. Amend., 5, Ch. 3, 
Sec. 10. 

Bills, to pass both houses to become laws, Art. 
Amend., 3 ； 

to be presented to governor for his approval, Art. 

Amend., 11 ； 
vetoed, proceedings on, Art. Ameud., 11 ； 
not returned, may become laws, Art. Amend., 11; 
revenue, must originate m the house. Art. Amend., 

3. 
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！ BOKOUGHS, general assembly may constitute, Ch. 2， 

Sec. 9. • 
！ Bribert, in elections, penalties prescribed for, Ch. 2, 

Sec. 34. 

Canvassing Committee, of general assembly, for 
county officers, Art. Amend., 20 ； 
of senate and house, for state officers, Art. 
Amend. , 9. 

Censors, Council of, established, Ch. 2, Sec. 43; 

abolished, Art. Amend., 25, Sec. 4. 
Chancery, Court op, may be erected when necessary 
Ch. 2, Sec. 5. 

Cities, general assembly may constitute, Ch. 2, Sec. 
9. 

Citizenship, certain rights of may be required by 

settlers, Ch. 2, Sec. 39. 
Civil Power, military power to be subordinate to, 

Ch. 1, Art. 16. 
Commissions, to be in name of the freemen, other re- 
quisites, Ch. 2, Sec. 23 ； 
governor to issue to officers, Ch. 2, Sec. 11 ； 
governor to issue to county officers, Art. Amend., 

Committee to Canvass Votes, general assembly to 
appoint for county officers, Art. Amend., 20; 
senate and house to appoint, for state officers, 
Art. Amend., 9 ； 
Constitution, not to be infringed by general assem- 
bly, Ch. 2, Sec. 9 ； 
declaration of rights a part of, Ch. 2, Sec. 42 ； 
mode of amending, Art. Amend., 25, Sees. 1, 2 ； 
parts superceded by amendments void, Art. 
Amend., iS. 

Councils of Censors, established, Ch. 2, Sec. 43 ； 
abolished. Art. Amend., 25, Sec. 4. 
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Counsel, right of accused to be heard by, Ch. 1, Art. 
10; 

representative not to act as, before legislature^ 
Ch. 2， Sec. 19. 
Counties, courts of justice to be luaintained in, Ch. 
2, Sec. 4; 

general assembly may constitute, Ch. 2, Sec. 9 ； 
mode of electing officers of, Art. Amend., 20; 
apportionment of senators to, Art. Amend., 23. 
Court op ChancJery, may be erected when neces- 
sary, Ch. 2, Sec. 5; 
Courts op Justice, to be maintained in every county, 
Ch. 1, Sec. 4; 
to be open for the trial of causes, Ch. 2, Sec. 4. 
Conveyances and Deeds, to be recorded, Ch. 2, Sec. 
35. 

Criminal Offences, right of persons prosecuted tor 

Ch. 1, Art. 10. 
Crimes, rights of persons accused of, in trial for, Ch. 

1, Art. 10; 

not capital, should be punished by hard labor, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 37. 

Debtors, imprisonment of, restricted on surrender of 

property, Ch. 2, Sec. 33. 
Declakation of Rights, a part of the constitution 

and not to be violated, Ch. 2, Sec. 42; 
forms chapter 1 of the constitution. 
Deeds and Conveyances, of land to be recorded, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 35. 
Denizens Free, how settlers may become, Ch. 2, 

Sec 39. 

Deodand, no article occasioning death to be deemed 
a, Ch. 2, Sec, 38. 

Departments, legislative, executive and judiciary to 
be distinct, Ch. 2, Sec. 6. 
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Doors op the House, of general assembly to be 
open, Ch. 2， Sec. 13. 

H. 

Election, first biennial when held, Art. Amend., 24, 
Sec. 1 ； 

ol judges of the supreme court, by general assem 

bly, Ch. 2， Sec. 9 ； 
of major and brigadier generals, by general as- 
sembly, Ch. 2, Sec. 9 ； 
of governor, freemen to vote for, Ch. 2, Sec. 10 ； 
votes for to be delivered to representative, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 10 ； 
general assembly to canvass votes, Art. 
Amend., 9 ； 

general assembly to elect if no choice, Art. 
Amend., 9; 

to be biennial, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2; 
of lieutenant-governor, Ch. 2、 Sec, 10, Art. 

Amend., 9, and Art. Amend" 24, Sec. 1 ； 
of treasurer, Ch. 2, Sec. 10, Art. Amend., 9, and 

Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2; 
of senators, by the freemen, and mode of, Ch. 2, 

Sec. 10; Arts. Amend., 5, 23; 

to be biennial, Art. Amend" 24, Sec. 2; 
of town representative, by freemen of the town, 
Ch. 2， Sec. 7 ； 

by ballot, Ch. 2, Sec. 8 ； 

to be biennial, Art. Amend., 24， Sec. 2 ； 
of county officers, Arts. Amend., 14 to 20, 24, 
Sec. 2 ； 

of secretary of state, mode of, Art. Amend" 10; 
of certain other officers by general assembly. Art. 
Amend" 10. 

Elections, to be free and without corruption, Ch. 1， 
Art. 8; 
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Elections, Continued. 

to be free and voluntary, Ch. 2, Sec. 34; 

penalty for bribery in, Ch. 2, Sec. 34. 
Emigration, right of secured, Ch. 1, Art. 19. 
Entails, to be regulated by the legislature, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 36. 

Equality of all men by birth, Ch. 1, Art. 1. 
Estate of suicides not forfeited, Ch. 2, Sec. 3S. 
Evidence, accused need not give against himself, Ch. 
1， Art. 10 ； 

may call for in hi? favor, Ch. 1, Art. 10. 
Executive Power, to be exercised by the governor. 
Art. Amend., 8 ； 
to be kept distinct from legislative and judiciary, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 6. 

Expenses op Government, duty of all to contribute 
to, Ch. 1, Art. 9. 

P. 

Federal Officers, not eligible to state offices,Oh. 2， 
Sec. 26. 

Fees, of office to be lessened when, Ch. 2, Sec. 25 ； 
taking illegal, disqualified from holding office, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 25. 

Felony, do one to be declared guilty of by legisla- 
ture, Ch. 2, Sec. 20. 

Fines, to be proportionate to offences, Ch. 2, Sec. 32 ； 
power of governor to remit, Ch. 2, Sec. 11. 

Fishing, right of hunting and, secured, Ch. 2, Sec. 40. 

Foreigners, may acquire rights of citizenship,Ch. 2, 
Sec. 39; 

but must be naturalized to be freemen, Art. 
Amend., 1. 

Forfeiture, suicide's estate not subject to, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 38. 

FowLDfO, right of hunting, fishing and, Ch. 2, Sec. 40. 
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Frame op Government, plan or, forms chapter 2 of 
constitution. 

Freedom, right of religious, Ch. 1, Art. 3 ； 
of elections, Ch. 1, Art. 8, Ch. 2, Sec. 34 ； 
of speech and the press, Ch. 1, Art. 13 ； 
of debate in the legislature, Ch. 1, Art. 14. 

[Freemen, right to elect officers, and to be elected, 
Ch. 1. Art. 8 ； 
qualifications of, Ch. 2, Sec. 21, Art. Amend., 1, 
oath of, Ch. 2, Sec. 21 ； 

should have some profession or calling, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 25. 

Frugality, necessity of adherence to, Ch. 1, Art. 18. 
Fundamental Principles, necessity of adherence 
to, Ch. 1, Art. 18. 

G. 

G-ENBHAL Assembly, constituted of senate and house, 
Art. Amend. ， 3; 
to meet biennially, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 1 ； 
first biennial session of, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 1; 
to canvass votes for governor, lieutenant-gover- 
nor, treasurer, Art. Amend. ， 9; 
to elect those officers if no choice, Art. Amend., 9 ； 
、 to elect judges of the supreme court, Ch. 2, Sec.4 ； 
major and brigadier generals, Ch. 2, Sec. 9 ； 
secretary of state and other officers, Art. 
Amend., 10; 

to canvass votes for county officers, Art. Amend., 
20; 

to elect county officers It no choice, Art. Amend., 
20; 

to direct the manner of voting on amendments to 

congtitution, Art. Amend., 25, Sec. 2 ； 
to prepare bills and enact laws, Ch. 2, Sec. 2 ； 
to redress grieyances, Ch. 2, Sec. 9 ； 
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General Assembly, Contintted, 

to grant charters of incorporation, Ch. 2, Sec. 9; 
to constitute towns, boroughs, cities and counties, 

Ch. 2， Sec. 9 ； 
may regulate hunting and fishing, Ch. 1, Sec. 40; 
to regulate entails, Ch. 2, Sec. 36 ； 
to provide for filling vacancies, Art. Amend., 21; 
may be convened by governor, Ch. 2. Sec. 11 ； 
may be adjourned by governor in certain case, 

Art. Amend., 3 ； 
doors of house of, to be kept open, Ch. 2, Sec. 13. 
journals of, to be printed, Ch. 2, Sec. 14; 
yeas and nays in, Ch. 2, Sec. 14; 
treasurer's accounts to be laid before, Ch. 2, Sec. 

28; ' 

not to declare any one guilty of treason or felony 

Ch. 2, Sec. 20 ； 
has uo pow er to infringe constituti on, Ch. 2， Sec. 

9; 

to have powers necessary for a legislature, Ch. 2， 
Sec. 9. 

Government, instituted for benefit of the people, 

Ch. 1, Art. 7; 
may be reformed by them, Ch. 1, Art. 7 ； 
officers of, servants of the people, Ch. 1, Art. 6; 
expenses of, duty of all to contribute to, Ch. 1, 

Art. 9 ； 

right of people to criticise, Ch. 1, Art. 13 ； 
departments of, to be kept distinct, Cbw 2, Sec. 6; 
plan or frame of, forms chapter 2 of constitution. 
Governor, must have resided in state four years, Ch. 
2, Sec. 30 ； 

mode of voting for by freemen, Ch. 2, Sec. 10; 
votes for delivered to representative, Ch. 2, Sec. 
10; 

vote for, how canvassed, Art. Amend., 9 : 
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Governor, Continued. 

general assembly to elect if do choice, Art. 
Amend. ， 6 ； 

to be elected biennially, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2 ； 
term of office of. Art. Amend" 24, Sec. 3 ； 
lieutenant-governor to act as, Art. Amend., 8 ; 
vacancy in office of, to be provided for, Art. 
Amend., 21 ； 

may appoint treasurer in case of vacancy, Art. 
Amend., 21 ； 

may appoint secretary of civil and military affairs, 

Art. Amend., 8; 
to be captain-general of forces of the state, Ch. 2， 

Sec. ] 1 ； 

but commands only by consent of senate in time 

of war, Art. Amend., 8 ； 
to commission county officers, Art. Amend., 20; 
. to commission other officers, Ch. 2, Sec. 11 ； 
formalities of his commissions, Ch. 2, Sec. 23 ； 
to keep state seal, Ch. 2. Sec. 23 ； 
supreme executive power vested in, Art. Amend., 

8; 

to correspond with other states, Ch. 2， Sec. 11 ； 
may grant pardons and reprieves in certain cases, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 11 ； 
may remit fines, Ch. 2, Sec. 11 ； 
has no power in cases of impeachment, Art. 

Amend., 8 ； 

to approve and sign, or veto, bills, Art. Amend., 
11; 

may convene general assembly, Ch. 2, Sec. 11 ； 
may adjourn general assembly in certain cases, 

Art. Amend., 3. 
Grammar-Schools, to be supported in each county, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 41. 
Grievances, right of people to apply for redress of, 

Gh. 1, Art. 20. 
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Habeas Corpus, writ of, not to be suspended. Art. 
Amend., 12. 

High Bailiff* to be elected by the freeman, Art. 
Amend., 15; 

by ballot, Art. Amend., 19; 
mode of election and commission, Art. Amend., 
20; 

to be elected biennially, Art. Ameud., 24, Sec. 2; 
term of office two years, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 5; 
to give security to county treasurer, Art. Amend., 
22. ' 

House of Represent ati ves, to consist of persons 
most noted for wisdom and virtue, Ch., % 
Sec. 8. 

most numerous branch of Legislature to be, Art. 
Amend., 2; 

constituent part of general assembly, Art. 
Amend., 3 ； 

members to be chosen by ballot, Ch. 2, Sec. 8 ； 
each town to have one member of, Ch. 2, Sec. 7j 
to have like powers with senate in legislation, 

Art. Amen^., 3; 
revenue bills mast originate in, Art. Amend., 3; 
has power to judge of elections of its members, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 9. 

to choose speaker, clerk and other officers, 

Ch. 2. Sec. 9 ； 
to expel members for certain causes, Ch. 2, 

Sec. 49 ； 

quorum of, how constituted, Chap. 2, Sec. 9. 
may adminster oaths and affirmations, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 9 ； 

impeach state criminals, Ch. 2, Sec. 9; 
order impeachments, Art. Amend., 25, Sec. 3. 
Hunting, right of, secured, Ch. 2， Sec. 40. 
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[rx.EX>AL Fees, officer taking, disqualified, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 25. 

Immorality, laws for preveutiog, to be kept in force, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 41. 
Impeachment, every officer liable to, Ch. 2, Sec. 24 ； 
extent of judgment in cases of, Art. Amend., 7 ； 
house to impeach. Ch. 2, S^ec. 9， Art. Amend., 25, 
Sec. 23; 

senate to try, and decide, in cases of, Art. Amend., 
7. 

Imprisonment for Debt, restricted when debtor sur- 
renders his property, Ch. 2, Sec. 33. 

Incompatible Offices, certain state and federal to 
be deemed, Ch. 2, Sec. 26. 

Indictments, form of conclusion of, Ch. 2, Sec. 32. 

Industry, necessity of adherence to, Ch. 1, Art. 18. 

Inhabitants, to be trained and armed for defence, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 22. 

Instruction, right of people to give, to representa- 
tives, Ch. 2, Art. 20 ； 
of youth, schools to be maintained for, Ch. 2， 
Sec. 41. 

Internal Police, people have a right to regulate, 
Ch. 1, Art. 5. 

J. 

Joint Assembly, to elect certain officers, Art. Amend., 
10; 

president of senate to preside in, Art. Amend., 10. 
Journals, of general assembly to be printed, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 14. 

Judges op the Supreme Court, to be elected by 
general assembly, Ch. 2, Sec. 9, Art. Amend., Sec. 
10; 

to be justice of peace, Ch. 2, Sec. 4; 
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Judges op the Supreme Court, Continued. 
to be elected biennially, Art. Amend., 26. 
term of office of, two years, Art. Amend., 26; 
Judges of Probate, to be elected by the freemen. 
Art. Amend., 17 ； 
by ballot, Art. Amend., 19; : 
mode of election and commission, Art. Amend" 
20; 

to be elected biennially, Art. Amend., 24， Sec. 2 ； 
term of office of, two years, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 
5. 

Judiciary Power, legislative, executive and, to be 

distinct, Ch. 2, Sec. 6. 
Juries, care to be taken in choice of, Ch. 2, Sec. 31. 
Jury, trial by, right of respondent to, Ch. 1， Art. 10; 

right of parties to, Ch. 1, Art. 12 ； 
unanimous consent of, necessary to convict, Ch. 

1, Art. 10 ； 

trial of proper issues to be by, Ch. 2, Sec. 31 ； 
care to be taken in appointment of a, Ch. 2, Sec. 
31. 

Justice, necessity of adherence to, Ch. 1, Art. 18; 
to be impartially and promptly administered, Ch. 

2, Sec. 4 ； 

courts of, to be maintained, Ch. 2, Sec. 4 ； 
Justices op the Peace, judges of supreme and 

county courts to be, Ch. 2, Sec. 4 ； 
number each town is entitled to, Art. Amend., 

18; 

to be elected by freemen of their towns. Art, 
Amend., 18 ； 

by ballot, Art. Amend., 19 ； 

mode of election and commission, Art. Amend., 

20; 

to be elected biennially, Art. Amend" 24, Sec. 2; 

term of office of, two years, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 
5. 
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LiAND, deeds of, where to be recorded, Ch. 2, Sec. 

settlers may purchase and hold, Ch. 2, Sec. 39. 
L^W, remedy at, to be certain, Ch. 1, Art. 4; 

not assented to by people or their representatives, 
invalid, Ch. 1, Art. 9 ； 

what to appear before raising tax by, Ch. 1, Art. 

9; - 
liAW, Martial, restricted to those in actual service, 

Ch. 1, Art. 17. 
Laws, style of, Ch. 2, Sec. 15 ； 

for encouragement of virtue and prevention of 
m vice, Ch. 2, Sec. 41 ； 

how passed and approved, Art. Amend., 11 ； 
senate and house must concur in, Art. Amend., 3; 
who may suspend, Ch. 1, Art. 15. 
Learning, societies for advancement of, to be pro- 
tected, Ch. 2, Sec. 41. 
Legislative Power, supreme, by whom exercised. 
Art. Amend., 3; 
executive, judiciary and, to be distinct, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 6. 

Liberty, right to enjoy and defend, Ch. 1, Art. 1 ; 
right to protection in enjoyment of, Ch. 1, Art. 9; 
no one to be deprived of, by laws of the land, Ch. 
1， Art. 10. 

Lieutenant-Governor, must have resided in tbe 
state four years, Ch. 2, Sec. 30 ； 
election of, freemen to vote for, Ch. 2, Sec. 10; 

votes to be delivered to representative, Ch. 2， 
Sec. 10; 

committee to count votes and declare result, Art. 
Amend., 9 ； 

if no choice, senate and house to elect, Art, 

Amend" 9; 
to be biennial, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2; 
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR, Continued. 

term of office, Art. Amend., 24; Sec. 3 ； 

to act as governor during latter's disability. 

Art. Amend., 8 ； 
to be lieutenant-general of forces of the state 

Chap. 2, Sec. 11 ； 
to be president of the senate, Art. Amend., 6; 
to preside iu joint assembly, Art. Amend., 10; 
vacancy in office of, provision to be made for, 
Art. Amend., 21. 
Life, right to enjoy and defend, Ch. 1, Art. 1 ； 

to protection in cDjoyment of, Ch. 1, Art. 9. 
Lord's Day, duty of observance of, Ch. 1, Apt. 3. 

HI. 

Majority, men at twenty-one and women at eighteen 

attain, Ch. 1, Art. 1. 
Mal-administration, officers liable to impeachment 

for, Ch. 2. Sec. 24. | 
Man, natural and inherent rights of, Ch. 1， Art. 1 ; \ 

religious freedom of, Ch. 1, Art. 3. 
Martial Law, no person not in actual service, sub- i 

ject to, Ch. 1, Art. 17. 
Military, subordinate to civil power, Ch. 1, Art. 16. i 
Militia, governor to be captain-general of, Ch. % 
Sec. 11; I 
lieutenant-governor to be lieutenant-general of, I 
Ch. 2, Sec. 11 ； I 
major and brigadier generals, how elected, Ch. 2, 

Sec. 9, Art. Amend., 10; 
companies of, to elect captains and subalterns, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 22; 
captains and subalterns nominate field officers, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 22. 
Moderation, necessity of adherence to, Ch. 1， 
Art. 18. 



Index to the Constitution of Vermont. 87 



Money, not to be drawn from treasury except by 

law, Ch. 2, Sec. 17. 
HiURDER, governor may reprieve in cases of, Ch. % 

Sec. 11. 

N. 

； Natural Rights, of all men, Ch. 1， Art. 1. 

of men to worship freely, Ch. 1, Art. 3. 
Naturalization, necessary for a foreigner before 
he becomes a freeman, Art. Amend., 1. 

O. 

Oath, of allegiance and office, Ch. 2, Sec. 29 ； 

of representatives, Ch. 2, Sec. 12; 

of freemen, Ch. 2, Sec. 21 ； 
Office, right ot freemen to be elected into, Ch. 1, 
Art 8 ； 

vacancies* in, to be filled by governor, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 11 ； 

oath of, and by whom to be taken, Ch. 2, Sec. 29 ； 
officer taking illegal fees disqualified to hold, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 25; 
of trust and profit under congress, Ch. 2, Sec. 26. 
Officers, right of freemen to elect, Ch. 1, Art. 8; 
to take and subscribe oaths, Ch. 2, Sec. 29. 
liaole to impeachment, Ch. 2, Sec. 24; 
of government, servants of the people, Ch. 1 

Art. 6 ； ， 
right to reasonable compensation, Ch. 2, Sec. 25 ； 
receiving illegal fees, disqualified from office, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 25 ； 
certain to be elected by joint assembly, Art. 

Amend., 10. 

Offices, Incompatible, what are, Ch. 2， Sec. 26. 
Offices of Profit, no necessity for establishing, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 25 ； 
under authority of congress, Ch. 2, Sec. 26. 
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P. 

Pardon, power of governor to grant, Ch. 2, Sec. 11. 
People, right to regulate internal police, Ch. 1， 
Art. 5 ； 

to freedom of speech and the press, Ch. 1, 
Art. 13; 

to hold themselves free from search and seiz- 
ure, Ch. 】， Alt. 11 ； 
to bear arms, Ch. 1, Art. 16; 
to emigrate, Ch. 1, Art. 19; , 
to assemble and to petition, Ch. 1, Art. 20; 
are to pay attention to fuDdaineDtal principles in 

choosing officers, Ch. 1, Art. IS; 
to be armed and trained, Ch. 2, Sec. 22; 
by what laws bound, Ch. 1, Art. 9; 
officers accountable to, Ch. 1, Art. 6; 
Perpetuitiks, legislature to regulate entails so as to 

prevent, Ch. 2, Sec. 36 
Petition, right of secured to the people, Ch. 1， Art. 
20. 

Plan of Government, or frame, forms chapter two 

of the constitution. 
Police, Internal, people have right to regulate^ 

Ch. 1, Art. 5. 

PowEK, supreme executive, governor to exercise, 
Art. Amend., 8 ； 
supreme legislative, general assembly has, Art. 
Amend., 3 ； 

inherent in the people and derived from them, 

Ch. 1, Art. 6; 

of suspending laws, Ch. 1, Art. 15; 

military, to be subiect to civil, Ch. 1, Art. 16. 

President of the Senate, lieutenant-governor to 
be, Art. Amend., 6; 
to have casting vote, Art. Amend., 6; 
to preside in joint assembly, Art. Amend., 10; 
to have casting vote therein, Art. Amend., 10. 
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Presiding Officer, in general assembly, president 
of the senate to be, Art. Amend., 10. 

Prisoners, right of, to be bailed, Ch. 2, Sec. 33. 

Private Property, subservient to public use, Ch. 1， 
Art. 2. 

Probate Judges of, how elected, Arts. Amend., 
17, 19, 20, 24. 

Proceedings, of general assembly, to be printed, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 14. 
Property, private subservient to public use, Ch. 1， 

Art. 2 ； 

owner to be paid when it is so taken, Ch. 1， Art. 2 ； 
owners' or representatives' consent needed, Ch. 1, 
Art. 9; 

right of acquiring and holding, Ch. 1, Art. 1; 
protection in enjoyment of, Ch. 1, Art. 9. 
PROSEcrTiONS, form of commencement of, Ch. 1 
Sec. 32; 

criminal, rights of accused in, Ch. 1, Art. 10. 
Public Use, of private property, owner to be paid 

for, Ch. 1, Art. 2. 
Punishments, for crimes not capital to be by hard 

labor, Ch. 2, Sec. 37. 

Quorum, what constitutes, Ch. 2, Sec. 9. 

Redress of Grievances, right of people to apply 

to legislature for, Ch. 1, Art. 20. 
Religion, freedom of, secured, Ch. 1, Art. 3. 

societies for advancement of, to be protected, 
Ch. 2, Sec. 41. 
Beligious Societies, to be protected, Ch. 2, Sec. 14. 
Eeligious Worship^ right and duty of, Ch. 1. Art. 3. 



90 Index to the Ooristitution of Vermont 



Remedy at Law, to be certain, for injuries, Ch. 1, 
Art. 4. 

Remonstrance, right of, to legislature, Ch. 1， 
Art. 20. 

Representatives, each town entitled to one, Ch. 2. 
Sec. 7; 

right of people to instruct, Ch. 1, Art. 20 ； 

qualifications of, Ch. 2, Sec. 8 ； 

chosen by freemen, Ch. 2, Sec. 8 ； 

oath of, Ch. 2, Sec. 12; 

residence necessary for, Ch. 2, Sec 18 ； 

not to act as council in legislature, Ch. 2, Sec. 19; 

to receive no fee for advocating any cause in leg- 
islature, Ch. 2, Sec. 19; 

elected biennially and term of office, Art. Amend., 
24. 

Residence, four years', necessary in certain cases, 
Ch. 2. Sec. 30. 
requisite for town representative, Ch. 2， Sec. 18. 
Revenue Bills, must originate in house of Repre- 
sentative, Art. Amend., 3 ； 
senate may propose ameDdmeats to, Art. Amend., 
3. 

Rewards, penalty for giving or taking, in elections, 

Ch. 2, Sec. 34. 
Right, to worship God according to conscience, Ch. 

1, Art. 3 ； 

to assemble, instruct and petition, Ch. 1, Art. 20; 
to reform and alter government, Ch. 1, Art. 7; 
to regulate internal police, Ch. 1, Art. 5; 
to hunt and fish, Ch. 2, Sec. 40. 
Rights, natural, inherent and alienable, Ch. 1, Art.l; 
declaration of, forms chapter one of the constitu- 
tion. , 
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Sabbath, Christians ought to observe, Ch, 1, Art. 3. 
Schools, to be maintained id each town, Ch. 2, Sec. 
. 41. 

Seal, State, to be kept by the governor, Ch. 2, Sec 
23. . 

Search and Seizure, freedom from, except warrant 

be granted on oath, Ch. 1, Art. 11. 
Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, to be 

appointed by governor, Art, Amend., 8 ； 
to attest commissions, Ch. 2， Sec. 23. 
Secretary of State, to be elected in joint assembly, 

Art. Amend. ， 10. 
Seizure, search and, regulated, Ch. 1, Art. 11. 
Senate, to consist of thirty members, Art. Amend., 

23; 

qualifications of members, Art. Amend., 23; 
members, how apportioned, Art. Amend., 23; 
to try and decide impeachments, Art. Amend., 7 ； 
to control governor as commander-in-chief, Art. 
Amend •， 8; 

to have like powers as the house, Art. Amend., 

6; 

to elect president pro tempore^ Art. Amend., 6. 

Senators, qualifications of, Art. Amend., 23; 

to be apportioned to counties, Art. Amend., 23; 

freemen to elect, Art. Amend., 5 ； 

mode of election, Art. Amend., 5; 

to be elected biennially. Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2; 

term of office of, two years, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 
4. 

Sessions, of general assembly, Art. Amend., 24; 

Sheriffs, to be elected by freemen, Art. Amend., 15; 

by ballot, Art. Amend., 19 ； 

mode of election and commission, Art. Amend. 
20; 
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Sheriffs, Continued, 

to be elected biennially, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2 ； 
term of office of, two years, Art. Amend., 24 ； 
Sec. 5; 

to give security to county treasurer, Art. Amend., 

22; 

SuCvE, no person to be held as a, Ch. 1,* Art. 1 ； 
Speech, freedom of, as to government, Ch. 1, Art. 
13; 

in the legislature, Ch. 1, Art. 14. 
State, right of people to govern, Ch. 1, Arts. 5， 6， 7， 

8, 9, 18; 

officers of, liable to impeachment, Ch. 2, Sec. 24. 
State Prison, prisoners to be sentenced to hard 

labor, Ch. 2, Sec. 37. 
State Seal, to be kept by the governor, Ch. 2, Sec. 

23. 

State's Attorneys, to be elected by the freemen, 
Art. Amend., 16 ； 
by ballot. Art. Amend., 19 ； 
mode of election and commission, Art. Amend., 
20; 

to be elected biennially. Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2; 
term of office of, two years, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 
5. 

State Treasurer, how elected, Ch. 2, Sec. 10, Arts. 
Amend., 9, 24; 

to give security to state, Art. Amend., 22; 

accounts to be audited, Ch. 2, Sec. 28. 
Style of Laws, of the state, Ch. 2, Sec. 15. 
Suicide, estate of, not to be forfeited, Ch. 2, Sec. 38. 
Supreme Court, judges of, how elected, Ch. 2, Sec. 

9, Art. Amend., 10; 

to be justices of the peace, Ch. 2， Sec. 4. 
Suspension of laws, by whom to be made, Ch. 1， Art. 
15; 
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Suspension of laws, Continued, 

of writ of habeas corpm forbidden, Art. Amend., 
12. 

X. 

Tax, what should appear to legislature before rais- 
ing, Ch. 1， Art. 9. 

Temperance, necessity of adherence to, Ch. 1, Art, 
18. 

Town, each may choose one representative, Ch. 2. 
Sec. 7; 

number of justices of the peace each is entitled 
to, Art. Amend., 18. 
Towns, general assembly may constitute, Ch. 2, Sec. 
9. 

Town Representative, to be persons most noted 
for wisdom and virtue, Ch. 2, Sec. 8 ； 
to be chosen by the freemen of each town, Ch. 2 
* Sec. 7 ； 

by ballot, Ch. 2, Sec. 8 ； 
residence necessary for, Ch. 2, Sec. 18 ； 
to take no lee, or act as council, Ch. 2, Sec. 19 ； 
to be elected biennially, Art. Amend., 24, Sec. 2 ； 
term of office of, Art. Amend., 24， Sec. 4. 
Transportation, out of the state for trial, forbidden, 

Ch. 1， Art. 21. 
Treason, no person to be declared guilty of ， by leg- 
islature, Ch. 2, Sec. 20 ； 
power of governor to reprieve in case of, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 11. 

Treasurer, freemen to bring in votes for, Ch. 2， 
Sec. 10; 

votes for, to be delivered to representative, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 10 ； 

committee to count votes for and declare result, 
Art. Amend., 9 : 
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if no choice of, senate and house to elect, Art. 
Amend" 9; 

to be elected biennially, Art. Amend., Sec. 2; 
term of office of, Art. Amend., Sec. 3 ； 
accounts to be audited, Ch. 2, Sec. 28 ； 
to give security to secretary of state for the state. 

Art. Amend., 22; 
vacancy in office of, governor to appoint, Art. 

Amend., 21. 

Treasurer, money drawn from, must first be appro- 
priated, Ch. 2， Sec. 17. 

Treating, at elections, forbidden, Ch. 2， Sec. 34. 

Trial, right of respondent to speedy, public, Ch. 1, 
Art. 10; 

for offences committed in this state to be in this 

state, Ch. 1, Art. 21 ； 
by jury, persons accused have a right to, Ch. 1, 

Art. 10 ； • 
parties have a sacred right to, Ch. 1, Art. 12; 
secured lor determiniDg proper issues, Ch. 2, 

Sec. 31. 

V. 

Vacancies, in certain offices, governor to fill, Ch. 2, 
Sec. 11, Art. Amend., 21 ； 
in office of governor, lieutenant-governor, legis- 
lature to provide lor, Act. Amend., 21. 
Veto, proceedings upon, Art. Amend., 11. 
Votes, for governor, lieutenant-governor and treas- 
urer, Ch. 2, Sec. 10; 
how canvassed, Art. Amend., 9 ； 
for senators, and how canvassed, Art. Amend., 5 ； 
for county officers, and how canvassed, Art. 
Amend., 20; 
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Votes, Continued, 

and proceedings of general assembly to be print- 
ed, Ch. 2, Sec. 14. 

W. 

Warrants, for search or seizure to be granted only 

on oath, Ch. 1, Art. 11. 
Witnesses, right of accused to be confronted with, 

Ch. 1, Art. 10. 
Worship, religious, freedom of, Ch. 1， Art. 3; 
should be kept up, Ch. 1, Art. 3. 

Y. 

Yeas and Nays, when to be taken and printed, Ch. 
2, Sec. 14 ； 

to be taken upon vetoed bill, Art. Amend., 11. 
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